
Apr. 8, 2018 – (Easter 2, John) 

Sermon Text – John 20:19-31 
 

- Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 

with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My 

Lord and my God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."  - 

 

This believing stuff is hard.  It isn’t easy to accept what we haven’t seen for ourselves, 

what took place when we weren’t around, or what happened before we were even 

born.  And sometimes things are just too big, or too beautiful, or too strange, or too far 

removed from our everyday existence for us to possibly believe they are true.  I 

wondered what some of those things might be, so I went to “the Google” to find out.  I 

discovered a list of “50 Things that are True but Hard to Believe.”  Here are five of them 

selected from the list.  Remember, these are things that are true, but are hard to 

believe: 

 

1. There are more stars in the sky than there are grains of sand on all the beaches 

in the entire world! – Hard to believe! 

2. Snails take the longest naps of any living creature.  Some of them can sleep for 

up to three years! – Hard to believe! 

3. The largest living organism on planet earth is in the state of Oregon.  It is a 

fungus that covers more than 2,200 acres and is still growing! – Hard to believe! 

4. The state in America that is closest to the continent of Africa is Maine! – Hard to 

believe! 

5. Before the year 1913, it was possible for parents to mail their children to 

Grandma’s house through the United States Postal Service! – Hard to believe! 

 

*.  And here’s a bonus: Jesus rose from the dead and is alive and living today, 

now seated at the right hand of the Father! – Hard to believe! 

  

 At least, that seems to be the case with Jesus’ disciples in those first days after 

his resurrection.  And let’s be clear.  It wasn’t only Thomas who didn’t believe.  If you 

remember where we left the story last week, Mary Magdalene had just come back to 

the disciples with the news that she had seen the Lord and that he was alive.  But the 

other disciples seem not to have believed her.  They are too concerned about their 
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own well-being to pay any attention to her.  And besides, she was a woman; and, as 

we learned in confirmation last Wednesday evening, women didn’t get too much 

respect in her day for telling the truth.  They were considered “hard to believe.”  

Instead, the disciples busied themselves with hiding from the authorities out of fear for 

their own lives.  They locked the doors and shuttered the windows, I presume, so that 

no one would find them while they remained in Jerusalem and tried to figure out what 

to do next.  It wasn’t until they actually saw Jesus with their own eyes that they also 

started to believe what Mary had told them.  Unfortunately, when that happened, 

Thomas wasn’t with them.  When he returns, the other disciples take on the role of 

Mary, becoming witnesses to what they have seen; but Thomas, who only hears their 

report, remains unconvinced.  “Show me,” he tells them.  “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 

will not believe.”  And why should he?  We don’t have to disparage Thomas for 

doubting the disciples’ report.  He didn’t want anything special.  All he wanted was to 

have the same experience the others had already had.   

 

 And, of course, he gets it.  The next week, Thomas is with the disciples when 

Jesus appears.  Seeing the Lord seems not to have done much for their confidence.  

They are still hiding.  The doors are still shut.  But Jesus comes and stands among them 

nonetheless.  He shows Thomas his hands and his side.  He invites Thomas to touch his 

wounds, to see that they are real.  And he says to him, “Do not be unbelieving, but 

believing.”  And Thomas, as he said he would, believes.   He makes the boldest state-

ment of faith that we have recorded in all of scripture.  He answers Jesus with the 

words, “My Lord and my God!”  Thomas believes.  Because he has seen, Thomas really 

believes.  But, he is not blessed by Jesus for the depth of his belief.  Jesus’ blessing is 

reserved for those who believe, despite the fact that they have not seen.  That is you 

and that is me.  We haven’t seen.  We don’t see.  We can’t see, at least not in the same 

way that Thomas did, not the nail prints in Jesus’ hands, not the spear mark in Jesus’ 

side.  We can’t see them; yet, we are expected to believe. 

 

 John tells us that this is what his entire gospel writing enterprise is all about.  It is 

about telling the stories of Jesus, witnessed by his disciples, so that the rest of us might 

believe.  He could have written a whole bunch more, he says, but these are the ones 

he chose to tell, so that we might have life in his name.  As I have said, this believing 

stuff is hard.  I think John realized that it would be hard.  He lived long enough and 

travelled far enough to come into contact with a lot of people who were unbelieving.  

They didn’t get it either, the people in places like Ephesus and Smyrna and Pergamum 

and Laodicea and all of the other territories in what is now western Turkey, where John 
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lived out his life.  They weren’t there in Jerusalem.  They didn’t see as John had seen.  

They couldn’t possibly have had that opportunity.  So, John had to find a way to make 

Jesus’ resurrection real.  These reports were for them.  They were for people who could 

not possibly have seen and could never have heard, not directly anyway.  And though 

we all might like to do it, we can’t travel back in time, so that we can check out Jesus’ 

wounds.  For us, these stories will have to suffice.  And that is why Thomas is so 

important.  We need Thomas.  We need someone like us.  We need someone who 

wasn’t there.  We need someone who can speak our thoughts.  We need someone 

who will say, “Unless I get to do this, I will not believe.”  Thomas could do that.  Thomas 

could call time out.  Thomas could tell the other disciples that he would need to share 

their experience.  And Thomas could say it with the expectation that he would actually 

have that chance.  So, Thomas takes our place.  He sees, so that we do not have to.  

He receives Jesus’ invitation to check it out, so that we know that someone did that on 

our behalf.   

 

 This believing stuff is hard.  It’s hard because we are so far separated from the 

events.  We weren’t alive in the first century.  We weren’t with the disciples in Jeru-

salem.  We weren’t there when Jesus came through the locked doors of the upper 

room.  We weren’t there when he showed them his hands and his side and breathed 

on them the Holy Spirit.  We never had the opportunity to see or to hear firsthand.  But 

Thomas did.  And because he did, we can believe today.   

 

           Amen. 

 


