
June 2, 2019 – (Easter 7, Romans 6) 

Sermon Text – Romans 4:1-14  

 

- What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 

abound?  By no means! …Therefore, we have been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we 

too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his…So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. -  

 

To understand Paul’s argument, we have step back a few verses into chapter 5 of his 

letter to the Romans.  There he said, “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the 

more…”  So, his opening question, “Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 

abound,” the logical conclusion that some people have drawn from his statements?  

Listen to it the way Eugene Peterson explains it in his interpretation of scripture, “The 

Message,” “All that passing laws against sin did was produce more lawbreakers.  But 

sin didn’t, and doesn’t, have a chance in competition with the aggressive forgiveness 

we call grace.  When it’s sin versus grace, grace wins hands down…So what do we 

do?  Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving?”  One commentator suggests 

that it’s an argument appreciated by a friend of hers who once came to church with a 

terrible hangover after attending a big party on Saturday night.  “I love sinning,” she 

explained, “and God loves forgiving!  We’re a perfect match!”  Well, she’s not the first 

to see it that way!  Paul had to battle that response, even as he wrote his letter of intro-

duction to the followers in Rome.  God’s grace is not a license to sin.  It is an invitation 

to a new way of life.  Peterson goes on to explain it this way: “If we’ve left the country 

where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there?  Or didn’t you 

realize we packed up and left there for good?  That is what happened in baptism. 

When we went under the water, we left the old country of sin behind; when we came 

up out of the water, we entered into the new country of grace—a new life in a new 

land!”  “Do you not know,” writes Paul, “that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore, we have been buried with him by 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” 

 

 For most of us, this is pretty hard to understand.  The people Paul was writing to 

had mostly been baptized as an adult.  They knew what it was like to live prior to 

becoming a follower of Christ.  Now, they were baptized.  They were followers.  Their 
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lives had been made new.  But how had they changed?  They didn’t feel any different.  

Temptations to do wrong were still all around them.  Sometimes, like all of us, they 

probably still gave in to those temptations.  So, what’s different?  Well, let’s put it this 

way: “Prior to being connected to Christ all we could do was sin.  Even our best efforts 

were marred by the fact that we were far from God.  And, all we had to look forward 

to, was death.”  Our bodies aged and decayed as a constant reminder that one day 

our imperfection would get the one thing it deserved: a burial.  But, now that we've 

been resurrected, we've been filled with the Holy Spirit and have the strength to 

choose different, to live different, to be different.  No, we won't be able to do that all 

the time, perhaps not even most of the time.  But here's the good news: God sees us 

not in light of our sin but in light of our resurrection.  So even now, when we screw up, 

God looks at us and sees a son or a daughter, rather than a sin-stained zombie.  God's 

not lurking around the corner waiting to zap us, waiting to crush us.  God already 

denounced our sinful selves in the waters of baptism.  Our judgment is over.  Case 

closed.  God is standing there with the promise of new life, saying, “Come, walk in the 

newness I have made possible for you by my grace.” 

 

 Of course, not everyone gets it.  Some just can’t see the new possibilities.  

There’s a scene in the book, “The Last Battle,” the final book in C. S. Lewis’ “Chronicles 

of Narnia,” that might help us understand.  In the scene, Aslan, the lion who represents 

God in the story, has destroyed the old Narnia and brought people to the new Narnia.  

War is no more.  There is a banquet set before them.  Clear skies and clean water fill 

the lakes and the rivers.  And the dwarves, who have been skeptical of Aslan because 

of the pain of the world they lived in, remain skeptical and are completely unable to 

see where they are.  They insist they are sitting in a filthy stable and refuse to trust in the 

goodness of the meal that is before them, or the promise of new life that is exhibited all 

around them.  Lucy asks Aslan if anything might be done to help the dwarves see. 

Aslan replies: “You see…they will not let us help them.  They have chosen cunning 

instead of belief.  Their prison is only in their own minds, yet they are in that prison; and 

so afraid of being taken in that they cannot be taken out.”  This is what Paul’s trying to 

get us to understand.  We can keep on living as if sin is the only way to live, but we 

don’t have to.  By joining in Jesus’ baptism, we see the world differently.  Grace 

transforms us away from a world where we have to compete for love and favor and to 

a world where favor has already been granted and there is an abundance of love to 

share. 

 

 What Paul is trying to get at is the idea that what we focus on doubles back to 
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dominate our lives.  If we focus only on sin, then sin will be dominant.  If we allow Jesus 

to transform our lives, then the new life gives us the opportunity to live in the joy of 

God’s grace.  Another commentator tells of a man who had an affair, and how the 

church community helped him claim new life.  The pastor had the man share, before 

the congregation, what he had done.  The commentator’s first thought when she heard 

that was, “what about the wife?  How did she feel about having her husband’s infidelity 

come to light?”  After she freaked out for a few moments, she says, “I realized that her 

husband’s sin was silencing for her too.  How was she supposed to get support if she 

couldn’t talk about what they were going through?  How was her church going to love 

her through it?”  After the man confessed his sin, the pastor turned to the congregation 

and invited people who had looked with lust on someone (a biblical part of adultery, 

according to Jesus) to stand.  The entire congregation stood.  And the commentator 

concludes, “This is [what] claiming the new world where sin and death doesn’t have 

power over us anymore [looks like].  Where we can confess and be restored and 

redeemed in community.”  And here is the key: “If [we understand] that relationship 

with Jesus is as much about being known as it is about knowing, we soon learn that life 

with God is not about being right, but about being loved.’”  And love changes things.  

It changes us.  It opens us to new possibilities.  It makes it possible for us to embrace 

our new life as baptized children of God and followers of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

            Amen. 

 

 


