
June 9, 2019 – (Day of Pentecost, Romans 8) 

Sermon Text – Romans 8:14-39 (Acts 2:1-4) 

 

- For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.  When 

we cry, "Abba! Father!"  it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ –  

 

- And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. - 

 

The speaker was ecstatic.  His audience could tell that he was delighted with the 

memory of the big event.  He had been telling them that, after some years of living 

with his family, on his tenth birthday, he had gone with his parents and siblings to the 

courthouse in his hometown.  There, they had met with a judge, and the judge had 

signed some papers, banged his gavel on his bench, and declared to him that now he 

also could be called a “Nelson.”  He had been adopted.  He had a real family.  And 

he was as happy as any little 10 year-old boy could be!  Not all of us get to know what 

that is like:  first, to be an orphan, to have no family, to be alone in the world; and then, 

to move in with a foster family, to have people, complete strangers really, who love 

and care for you, but without any real certainty or permanence to the relationship.  For 

the speaker, his adoption wiped out the memory of all those times when he didn’t 

know, he wasn’t sure, he wondered if.  Now, he knew.  He was theirs and they were his.  

It was the happiest day of his life. 

 

 On this Day of Pentecost, as we complete our little preaching series from Paul’s 

Letter to the Romans, he uses the image of adoption, together with the coming of the 

Spirit to talk about our status as Christians before God.  He writes, “All who are led by 

the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.”  For Paul, as for the man I 

heard speaking about his experience, adoption is an act of liberation.  It sets us free 

from doubt, from uncertainty, from fear that we may not be what we hope we are to 

be, and from the worry that our hopes and our dreams are founded on a temporary 

layer of quicksand, that may one day sink away on us and disappear from beneath 

our very beings.  “Not so!” writes Paul, “when we pray ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very 

Spirit [the Spirit of adoption] bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”  



2 

 

 

 

And how do we know this?  It’s because of our baptisms, which Paul has been 

discussing for the last two chapters of his letter.  It’s baptism that proclaims our 

dramatic moment of transformation.  It’s baptism that unites us with the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And it’s baptism that gives to each one of us the 

gift of God’s Holy Spirit to be with us and to empower us in our believing and in our 

lives of faith.   

 

 In a few moments we will celebrate another baptism in what seems like a 

wonderful and happy stream of baptisms we have had in our congregation over these 

past months.  And Audrey Mae, I hope that you will one day look back on this day as 

a great occasion, as the day we proclaimed for you a new status, as the time when 

the judge symbolically banged the gavel and declared that you could officially be 

called by a new name, that you were now a “Christian,” a sister to our brother, Jesus, 

and a child, once and for all, and without any doubt whatsoever, of God, our Father, 

as the moment at which you were officially adopted into the great and wonderful 

family of believers!   

 

 Those of you who have had a class with me on the subject of baptism know that 

I like to show a clip from the film “Big Fish” as a part of our instruction.  The scene 

comes near the end of the film.  The father in the story has spent his entire life telling 

fanciful stories to his children about the nature of his, and hence their lives.  Now, he is 

dying.  From his hospital bed, he asks his son to tell him how it all ends.  At first, the son 

hesitates, uncertain as to exactly what his father is asking.  Then, with a bit of 

encouragement, he begins, describing their escape from the hospital, their crazy ride 

through town and their eventual arrival at the bank of the river that flows through town.  

Along the way, they meet many of the characters that have populated the father’s 

stories and tie many of the loose ends together.  As they approach the river, all the 

characters assemble for the final ceremony.  The son carries his father down to the 

river and gently lowers him into the water.  “And there,” the story concludes, “he 

became what he always had been – a very big fish.”  In that final, baptismal, scene, 

the man is transformed and swims away, the exact embodiment of the image with 

which he had always envisioned himself.   

 

 The point of all that is to help the students understand that, while baptism 

proclaims something new about us – our transformation, our connection to Jesus’ 

death and resurrection, our receiving of the spirit to empower our lives – it also says 

something about who we have always been.  I would be remiss, Audrey, if I were to 
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say that, now that you have been baptized, God loves you.  God has loved you from 

the very beginning.  God has been watching over you, providing care for you and 

seeing to it that you have a loving and caring family in which to live.  It would be 

wrong to say that now you are a child of God.  You have always been a child of God.  

But now, after today, you have a guarantee, like the adoption papers signed by the 

judge, your baptismal certificate will say that no one can ever take this away from 

you.  You are God’s child now, with certainty.  And you are an heir, and heir to all the 

promises that come from being a member of God’s family.  And, of course, you will 

have responsibilities.  You’ll hear about them in a few minutes when I talk to your mom.  

It’ll sound a little intimidating, but don’t worry.  You’ll have plenty of time to figure it all 

out, and you’ll have lots of people to help you along the way, as well as the power of 

the Holy Spirit in you to help you to know what it all means.  That’s the great thing 

about being part of a family.  There will be lots of people to help you along the way 

because now we can say with certainty that you are connected to all of us and to all 

the others who stretch out across the world and backward and forward in time 

throughout all of history.  May you have joy too, in knowing that you are part of such a 

great and wondrous group of people! 

 

         Amen. 


