
July 21, 2019 – (Pentecost 07, Jehoshaphat) 

Sermon Text – 2 Chronicles 20:5-23, 29-30 

 

- Then the spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah… “Do not fear or be 

dismayed at this great multitude; for the battle is not yours but God’s. Tomorrow go down 

against them; they will come up by the ascent of Ziz; you will find them at the end of the 

valley, before the wilderness of Jeruel. This battle is not for you to fight; take your position, 

stand still, and see the victory of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.  Do 

not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord will be with you.” -  

 

“Jumping Jehoshaphat!”  I don’t know exactly where I heard that expression for the 

first time.  I think it was in a cartoon and it was uttered by Daffy Duck, but my research 

tells me that probably wasn’t so.  It could have been Elmer Fudd, and it was more 

likely Sylvester the Cat, and he probably just said “Jehoshaphat” without the “Jump-

ing” part.  The expression also appeared in the old, old television shows “Car 54, 

Where Are You?” and “Batman,” where Burt Ward, as Robin, used it as a phrase of 

emphatic exclamation.  “Jumping Jehoshaphat!” According to that same research, 

the expression first appeared in the 1865 novel, “The Headless Horseman,” by Thomas 

Mayne Reid.  Why the king’s name?  Well, it sounds a little like Jehovah and a little like 

Jesus, if you squish them together, but I think it’s just that it’s fun to say.  Or it could 

have had some-thing to do with the jumping and shaking of the old king’s ghost, 

which comes from another old-time novel from the 1860s, but I don’t really know 

anything about that.   

 

 What I do know is that Jehoshaphat was the fourth king of the southern kingdom 

of Judah, which formed after the rule of Solomon.  He is remembered as a good king, 

one who fortified the kingdom and cleaned up its religious practices by removing idols 

and their sacred places from within the territory.  His story can be found in 1 Kings 17 

and 2 Chronicles 17-20.  Why in two places?  Because the history of the kings was 

written by two different authors.  The first, we call the “Deuteronomist.”  He (or they, if 

there was a group of them) wrote the books in our Bible from Deuteronomy through 2 

Kings, except for the book of Ruth, which was written much later.  The Chronicler (or 

chroniclers) wrote 1 and 2 Chronicles, (as well as Ezra and Nehemiah) in an attempt to 

retell the history of the kingdom in such a way as to put the kings in a slightly better 

light.  And you thought “fake news” was a new thing.  Sorry to disappoint you on that.  

It’s been going on for thousands of years and it even made it into our Bible.  With the 

people needing inspiration after the time of the exile, the writer simply cleaned up the 
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story he inherited from the Deuteronomist, leaving out all the personal shortcomings 

and practical failures of the kings, so that he could put the emphasis on all the positive 

things that happened during the time of the monarchy – the nation was strong, the 

temple got built and the kings put their faith in God.  Commentators suggest that we 

should read it for its theological content, rather than for its accurate portrayal of 

history.  If you want to do an experiment, find a story about a king in the books of 

Samuel or Kings, and then see if you can find the equivalent story in Chronicles.  Note 

how different they are! 

 

 Rarely do we ever preach from the books of Chronicles.  They never appear as 

one of the selected scripture passages for a Sunday worship in the regular list of 

lessons.  But Chronicles 20 gives us a very concise description of the battle between 

king Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah on the one side and the neighboring 

kingdoms of Moab, Ammon and Mt. Seir on the other side.  The word “stand” appears 

seven times in the passage.  The writer uses it as an indication that something 

important is about to happen in the story.  When someone stands or is told to stand, we 

should pay attention.  The first comes as Jehoshaphat stands in the assembly of the 

people, in the temple of God, and prays, putting his faith and the faith of the people in 

God, “If disaster comes upon us…we will stand before this house, and before you, for 

your name is in this house, and cry to you in our distress, and you will hear and save.”  

That’s a strong statement.  The king’s confidence is in God.  God will hear.  God will 

save.  The second important use of the word comes in God’s response to Jehosha-

phat’s prayer through the words of the prophet, Jahaziel, “This battle is not for you to 

fight; take your position, stand still, and see the victory of the Lord on your behalf…”  

I’m sure that is not an easy battle plan for the king and the people to execute.  It could 

easily end in disaster!  One does not usually go out onto the battlefield and then do 

nothing!  The prophet’s words are reassuring, “[This] battle is not yours but God’s.”  The 

people and the king bow down before God, but the priests “stand up” and praise God 

with a loud voice.  Like Moses and the people standing on the banks of the Red Sea 

before them, or Joshua and is band of trumpeters surrounding the walls of the city of 

Jericho, the details of the battle are in God’s hands.  This will be God’s doing.  Success 

will be theirs by the power of God.  When the battle begins, chaos and confusion 

reigns among Judah’s enemies.  The armies of Ammon and Moab “stand against” the 

forces of Mt. Seir, attacking their allies and then turning their swords on one another.  

The battle is won without Jehoshaphat or the people ever raising a finger.  As a result, 

“the fear of God came on all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard that the 

Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel.  And the realm of Jehoshaphat was 
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quiet, for his God gave him rest all around.”  His reign lasted for twenty-five years and 

the people had peace because they put their faith in God. 

 

 How often is it that we fret and worry over the outcome of whatever battle we 

are facing, when we would be much better served by putting our faith in God?  Not 

every challenge we face is ours to fight.  Sometimes we would be better off leaving the 

details to God.  We really can’t do anything anyway, so why not “let go and let God?”  

I know that goes against some good advice that we sometimes hear, “Pray like 

everything depends on God.  Work as though everything depended on you.”  That 

goes all the way back to St. Augustine.  Good advice.  But sometimes, there is simply 

nothing we can contribute.  Even Jesus would tell his disciples, “Why do you worry… 

Look at the birds of the air… the lilies of the field… they do nothing, and yet God takes 

care of them.”  Sometimes faith is the better way.  Sometimes trusting is more 

productive.  Sometimes confidence and the ability to rely on God’s promises will lead 

to a better outcome.  When will that be the case?  Well, that’s the hard part.  We need 

to listen carefully to what God is telling us – read the scriptures, pray for guidance, 

consult all the best sources of advice – then make our decision.  Is this something we 

can do ourselves?  Or is it something for which we need to rely on God?  King 

Jehoshaphat, our “Unsung Hero” for today, teaches us that sometimes its ok to put our 

faith in God and just “stand still.” 

 

        Amen. 


