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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OCTOBER COUNCIL MINUTES 

Welcome by Present Brian McNeill.  Byron thanked us for thinking of him, the visits, the 

cards, and the plant following his accident. He said that he is glad to be back. We are 

glad he is too. 

Present: Brian McNeill, Byron Giese, Jodee Erickson, Jason Anderson, Hans Helgenset, 

Mark Grussing, Stacy Lindahl, Laura Hulterstrum, and Becky Woitte. Pastor Art was also 

present. 

Devotions from Philippians by Pastor Art.  He talked about the projected declining ELCA 

membership and attendance in church from the book Canoeing the Mountains. The 

reasons given for the decline include: 1). We live in a culture that makes it hard for people 

to imagine and be led by God; 2). We aren’t clear about what’s distinctive about being 

Christian; and, 3). The church isn’t helping many people make meaning of their lives.  The 

book explains what we can do about this decline: 1). Go back to basics; 2). Shift from 

performative to participatory spirituality; 3). Listen; 4). Translate; 5). Experiment; and, 6). 

Share. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor made18 parish visits and 2 hospital visits. He conducted two 

funerals and had four confirmation classes.  Pastor will be attending the SW MN Synod 

Theological Conference at St. Benedict College in St. Joseph on October 6-8.  SEE 

Bulletin Board for his full report.  

Additions to the Agenda: 

-Insurance. 

-Locking and Unlocking the church. 

Reports: 

Secretary Becky Woitte. Reviewed and Approved by email. 

Financial Secretary Pam Anderson. Motion by Byron with second by Laura to approve. 

Motion passed. 

Treasurer Bill Hoberg. Motion by Stacy with second by Mark to approve. Motion passed. 

Committee Reports: 

Board of Education and Youth. Did not meet. 

Outreach and Community Relations/Backpack Program. Did not meet. Backpack 

program is going “awesome” with 65 youth being helped. There are enough volunteers to 

pack and finances to make it through the school year. They are waiting for the Sonsteng 

grant. 

Property and Grounds. A gap in the furnace door was repaired. An Exit sign was not 

working. E & M Electric replaced the sign for $28 which was less expensive than repairing 

it. We will receive $8 reimbursement from the City of Benson. There has been some rain 

coming down the bell tower, believe it runs down the bell ropes.  Discussed the bells not 

being heard in the sanctuary with the new roof and having the organist play a bell tone 

versus ringing the bells.  No decision was made. 

Stewardship and Finance. Did not meet. 

Worship and Music. Seeking members willing to run video system on Sundays. 

Confirmation students are willing to help. They will need an adult with them. They are 

planning a celebration of the one-year anniversary of the video system on December 1 

during the service of music and song. They are going to have the congregation fill out a 

survey on how they believe the video system is working.  A laptop will be purchased. 

Contemporary songs will be continued as done in the summer months. There is no wi-fi 
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in the sanctuary. The question was asked what it would take to have this done. Pastor 

said it would require a second router. Stacy was directed by the council to contact 

Brandon Goff and have it done if the price is reasonable.  

Shout Out to Salad Luncheon Committee and Jason Anderson, roofing project chair. 

Jodee asked that council members let her know of people to be recognized.  

Old Business:    

-Church Mission Statement. We discussed our top three choices for the church’s mission 

statement:  Grow Faith, Serve God, Love Others; Engaging believers on their journey of 

faith; and, Living by faith to reach others for Christ. The consensus of the council was 

Grow Faith, Serve God, Love Others.  Brian will let Pam know so it will be changed in the 

appropriate places.  

-Update on roofing project.  The final bill has been paid in full.  We received the final 

payment of $22,582 from our insurance company.  Mark will work with Pam and Bill to 

adjust the balances in the various funds to make the final payment as approved by the 

council last month.  The downspouts are not back on and were not included in the project. 

-Recycling not being taken home by members. Brian will make a sign to put by the 

recycling bin to remind members to take the recycling with them. 

New Business: 

-Restock or purchase new first aid kits. Mark will purchase two new first aid kits.  

-Insurance. Pastor’s health insurance is up for renewal the first part of November. His 

current plan of Silver+A Plan will increase $25.98 per month if Pastor’s salary remains 

the same. Pastor said that the plan meets his needs.   Byron made a motion with a second 

by Stacy to keep this health insurance plan for Pastor. Motion passed.  

-Locking and unlocking the church. Property and Grounds was directed to see what an 

electronic lock with the church key inside would cost.  

Announcements:  November Newsletter articles are due October 21. Next Council 

Meeting is November 6. Email agenda items to Becky by October 30. 

Adjourned at 8:17 pm by President Brian. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rebecca Woitte 

Council Secretary 


