
Feb. 9, 2020 -- (Epiphany 5, Jesus Rejected at Nazareth) 

Sermon Text – Mark 6:1-29 

 
- [Jesus] left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.  On 

the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 

astounded.  They said, "Where did this man get all this? …”  And they took offense at 

him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their home-

town, and among their own kin, and in their own house."  And he could do no deed of 

power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.  And 

he was amazed at their unbelief. - 

 

 

I was really excited, two weeks ago, for watching the Super Bowl.  That should be no 

surprise.  I’m always excited to watch the Super Bowl.  It would have been better if it 

involved the Packers or the Vikings, but it would still have the commercials.  And this 

year, I was especially excited to see the “Welcome to Winona” commercial, featur-

ing Winona Ryder, who was born in Winona.  I was especially interested because 

Facebook sent me an advanced copy.  They wanted me to check it out ahead of 

time, I guess, so that I could talk it up with my friends because they think I’m such a 

great “influencer.”  I watched it.  I liked it.  It was a “high concept” piece of advertiz-

ing, meaning that the idea being portrayed by the commercial was as important as 

what was being said.  In short, a woman named “Winona” goes home to “Winona,” 

the place she was born, to learn about “Winona,” so that she can design a website 

for “Winona.”  All those double meanings intended.  It was good.  In it, Winona ex-

plains that she is searching for her “true self.”  She has a very important conversation 

with the waitress at the diner.  She wanders the streets and takes pictures of all the 

buildings displaying her name.   She wonders whether if she is “Winona” and the 

people she meets are “Winonans,” that means they’re somehow the same?”  And 

she has an insightful talk with the owner of the bowling alley.  “Bowling is the great 
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equalizer,” he tells her.  “When we’re bowling, we all wear the same shoes!”  I like 

that!  But that was the 3:00 minute version, and 3:00 minutes is too expensive to buy 

during the Super Bowl, so the version that appeared during the game was only 30 

seconds long.  It was a disaster.  One set of reviewers gave it a grade of “D.”  I might 

have given it an “F.”  It showed a woman laying in the snow beneath a “Welcome to 

Winona” sign, being checked on by a passing policeman, who was wondering if 

everything was alright.  She said that she was designing a website, with pictures.  But, 

without the actual pictures and the great dialog with the townsfolk she encounters 

while exploring the actual city, the great idea of the concept got lost.  If you didn’t 

know that she was Winona Ryder, it was just a really bad commercial about some 

random woman laying in the snow for no apparent reason.   

 

 It didn’t really work for Jesus to go home to his hometown either.  For the last 

several weeks, we’ve been hearing about his fantastic teaching and all his great 

deeds of power.  On the sabbath, he goes to the synagogue in his hometown to 

teach, as was his custom.  When the people hear him, some, at first, are impressed.  

But then they get to thinking, “Isn’t this Mary’s kid, the one we remember growing up 

in the carpenter’s shop?  Don’t we know his brothers and sisters?  What makes him so 

special?  There’s nothing so special about them!  And where do you think he’s getting 

all this high-falutin’ stuff – like wisdom and power and all that?  Seems like he may be 

getting just a bit too big for his britches!  I mean, he wears the same sandals that we 

do, doesn’t he?  He’s just like us!”  For Mark, the people of Jesus’ hometown just don’t 

get it.  It isn’t that they’re jealous of all the people from all the other towns who are 
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being taught and healed by Jesus, as it is in Luke’s telling of the story.  These people 

in Nazareth just don’t see how Jesus can possibly be such a big deal.  In response 

Jesus quotes them a piece of wisdom about prophets not getting any respect in their 

hometowns, or amongst their relatives, or in their own house.  I don’t know how true 

that is.  It seems to me that Winona would get a good deal of respect in Winona.  And 

the media sure made a big deal about it when she was spotted on the streets filming 

the commercial.  On the other hand, after being a pastor for all these years, it’s nice 

to know that there are still people around, who will treat you like you’re completely 

normal. 

 

 What I find interesting is that Mark tells us that Jesus was “amazed at their 

unbelief.”  He was surprised that his hometown folks couldn’t accept the fact that he 

had come back to them filled with new teachings and great powers.  Everywhere 

else he had gone the people were amazed by him.  Now, he is amazed by the 

people.  As a result, he can “do no deed of power there, except that he laid his 

hands on a few sick people and cured them.”  Faith is often cited as a contributing 

factor is Jesus’ healings.  The people who come to him for healing are trusting that he 

can do the job, and he does.  Unfaith seems to have the opposite effect.  If the 

people aren’t even willing to look in his direction as a possible source of healing, then 

he can do nothing about it.  He isn’t going to force his powers on his hometown 

people, so nothing gets done, except that a few people are healed anyway.  They 

apparently didn’t get the message that they weren’t supposed to trust Jesus.  Maybe 

they were newcomers to the community, or they simply hadn’t ever had a chance to 
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meet him or his family before; and, therefore, they didn’t know who he really was. 

 

 This is an interesting theme – the people who should know Jesus the best, don’t 

seem to know him at all.  The blind are the ones who see and the seeing people are 

the ones who are actually blind.  We’ll come back to it in a few weeks when we look 

specifically at Jesus’ healing of a blind man.  Until then, we need to be satisfied with 

the fact that some people see Jesus for who he is, and some do not.  The majority of 

his hometown folks are in the do not category.  They can’t get beyond the “we knew 

him when he was just a little boy” stage.  Others don’t have that impediment to deal 

with, but they’re not all going to accept Jesus either.  When he prepares his disciples 

to send them out on their missionary assignments to the people of the villages in the 

area, Jesus tells them that not everyone will welcome them or listen to what they 

have to say.  So, if they refuse to hear, then be ready to leave, shake the dust off your 

feet and go.  Be done with it.  There is no need to spend time with those who will not 

receive the good news.  Leave them and go on to others who will welcome you and 

Jesus into their lives.  As for Herod and his crew, who become the focal point of 

Mark’s story while the disciples are away on their mission, they show themselves to be 

incapable of hearing much of anything in the first place.  They are, at best, foolishly 

self-centered; and, at worst, purely and vengefully evil.  Don’t even bother. 

 

 Mary Ann Tolbert, a biblical scholar who sees all of Mark’s gospel encapsul-

ated in Jesus’ Parable of the Sower, says this is a demonstration of what happens to 

the word when it is sown into different kinds of soil.  Some people, like the Herodians 

or those who do not welcome the disciples, can’t receive it at all.  Jesus’ hometown 
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folk, who initially respond positively, have no root or are captive to other concerns 

that take away their joy in knowing Jesus, so that Jesus’ power is neutralized in their 

lives.  And still others, like those who didn’t know him or who snuck into town from the 

countryside, receive all that Jesus has to offer.  The word is planted in them.  It grows 

and produces much fruit.  We should not be surprised.  This is what Jesus was talking 

about.  He and his disciples are now living the parable.  They should not be surprised 

either.  But maybe that’s the point.  The good news is so good that Jesus expects that 

everyone will receive it. 

 

       Amen. 


