
Dear Friends of Trinity, 

From our friends at the Lutheran World Federation: 

Let us pray:  Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come together, working to 

control and eliminate the coronavirus...Heal our self-centeredness and indifference that makes us worry 

only when the virus threatens us, open ways beyond timidity and fear that too easily ignore our 

neighbor. In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 

Today's Scripture:  "It is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer 

for doing evil." - 1 Peter 3:17 

Updates from Yesterday's News:  The pastor who defiantly refused to close down his church operations 

and insisted on gathering people for worship, to whom I referred last week, was arrested yesterday for 

endangering the health of the public.  He was later released on $500 bail.  And the Christian leader who 

reopened his university after spring break, and called students back to class, is (I hope) regretting his 

actions, as many of the students are now sick with Covid-19. 

In the coming days, the argument will doubtlessly be made that each of these leader's Christian 

communities are being "persecuted" because of their faith.  That's not it at all.  They are being guided by 

those in authority into ways of taking responsibility for their actions.  Those with more receptive brains 

are simply attempting to keep people safe.  We need to understand that following the rules by staying 

at home is the best way for most of us to be of help at this time.  Without a proven treatment or a ready 

vaccine, keeping the virus from spreading by isolating ourselves is the best thing we can do "for the sake 

of our neighbors."   

I hope you are doing it.  Stay home and stay safe.  If you can't, take every precaution you can.  And if you 

are an essential employee, our prayers go with you that you may be protected and kept safe as you 

render your necessary service on behalf of all the rest of us! 

Peace be with you,  Pastor Art 


