
Dear Friends of Trinity, 

Let us pray:  God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing 

your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  (Before Worship, ELW, pg. 72) 

Today's Scripture: “Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem …God is spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” – (John 4:21, 24)  “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” – (Acts 2:4) 

I think it can safely be said that last week was a difficult week.  And this week has gotten even tougher.  

Last week was difficult because the guidance we were receiving on the return of religious organizations 

to in-person worship was changing so rapidly.  As you may recall, the new guidelines were announced by 

the governor on Tuesday.  On Wednesday, the Roman Catholic, Missouri Synod Lutherans, and other 

“evangelical” churches were protesting.  They argued that if businesses could open at 25% capacity, 

even with restrictions, then religious organizations should not be limited to 10 people.  On Thursday, our 

bishop told us this was perfectly consistent with the position these churches had taken all along in their 

conversations with the governor.  On Saturday, the guidelines were revised to allow for in-person 

worship at the 25% of capacity level indoors, and up to 250 outdoors. 

Lost in all of that was the CDC’s original advice that “Stay at Home” should continue until our state sees 

14 days of continual decline in the number of new Covid-19 cases.  That is a goal that still remains to be 

achieved.  At the same time, it seems that the economic pain to businesses that have had to close or 

modify their services has become to great for them to bear.  The programs put in place for their 

protection have not been enough.  So, the guidelines have been changed to allow for that which was not 

thinkable two months ago.  This has no doubt pleased some people.  But hidden in the new guidelines is 

a nugget leftover from the original advice, “All faith communities are encouraged to provide remote 

services and have the right to choose not to open or host large gatherings.” 

Our council’s sub-committee tasked with preparing a plan for in-person worship met Tuesday evening.  I 

am happy to report that they are in unanimous agreement that there is no need to rush back to worship 

in person.  We will let others run that part of the experiment and see what they discover.  If all goes 

well, we will be happy to follow.  If people get sick, we will be glad we continued to worship safely.  As 

we approach the celebration of Pentecost, I am reflecting on Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan 

Woman.  He told her that worship was not limited by place.  It was to be carried our in “spirit and truth.”  

The first Christians worshiped in their homes.  So shall we for the near future. 

This week got tougher with the killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer.  Most of us have 

seen the initial video.  Compassion makes it difficult to see anything less than a blatant disregard for 

human life.  Listening to another round of reporting on protests, looting and destruction of property is 

hard.  Hearing the voices of my colleagues of color, or who have children of color is troubling.  I lament 

the fact that they must plan for and live in a world that is different than mine simply because of the 

color of their skin.  I pray that such discrimination will come to an end.  We are all God’s children.  My 

heart aches for those who now suffer. 

Peace be with you, Pastor Art 


