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Mission  
Statement 
 

Grow Faith,  
Serve God,  

Love Others  

 “Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 
to meet together…but encouraging one another…” (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 
Dear People of Trinity, 
 
Wow!  What a difference a month can make!  Four weeks ago, I wrote to you antici-
pating what might happen if the threat of Covid-19 moved into our area and began to 
affect the life of our congregation.  Now, I am working from home. We have held six 
virtual services of one form or another.  I have sent you fourteen written devotionals.  
We have been doing almost all our ministry and business electronically.  And we have 
been staying home and staying safe. 
 
Here are some things you should know: 
 
 1. The church is still accessible – The doors are generally open from 8:00-
12:00 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  If you want to come and pray, you 
may do so, following the rules of “social distancing.”  Call the office before coming, in 
order to make sure you can get in. 
 
 2. Pastor Art can still be reached – You are welcome to call or text him on 
his cell phone (320) 212-1487 or to send him an email at the office: of-
fice@trinitybenson.org or his home: abwiese@tds.net. 
 
 3. Worship will continue on Zoom – For now, we will worship using the 
Zoom meeting platform.  If you wish to join us, and have not been able to do so, please 
send us your email address, so that we can include you, when we send out invitations.  
You can join by either computer or phone.  A recording of the service is also available 
on our Facebook page.  Search for Trinity Lutheran Church Tlc. 
 
 4. Services can also be heard on the Radio – A delayed broadcast of our wor-
ship can be heard on Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. on KBMO AM 1290.  A generous 
donation has funded these radio broadcasts through the first Sunday of June.  If you 
would like to sponsor a future broadcast or more, please contact the office. 
 
 5. Your support is still appreciated – Though we have had to adjust in many 
ways, that does not mean that God is no longer blessing us.  You can still express your 
gratitude by giving an offering in any number of ways.  You can deliver it to the office.  
You can send it in the mail.  You can let your bank do all the work by setting up a di-
rect withdrawal.  Or you can do it electronically through “Tithe.ly” either by down-
loading the app on your phone, or by pushing on the button on our church webpage: 
www.trinitybenson.org or by clicking on the link on our Facebook page: Trinity Lu-
theran Church Tlc.   
 
 Finally – Please stay home and stay safe.  I look forward to seeing you again, 
when we can get back together! 
 
Peace Be with You, Pastor Art 
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L. No sick leave taken. 

Worship: 

A. Planning is underway for Palm/

Passion Sunday, the 4th Sunday of 

COVID-19. 

B. Virtual Worship via Facebook 

Live and Zoom has been successful. 

President Brian counted 26 comput-

ers or phones tuned into Zoom last 

Sunday, estimating 50 individuals, 

including one in Arizona and two 

traveling through Illinois. Pastor Art 

was amazed at the reach of Face-

book Live, as his relatives and 

friends tuned in from far away and 

former parishioners commented on 

the posts. 

C. Shared opportunities with Our 

Redeemers have worked well to 

provide a way for us to be available 

to members who do not use com-

puters.  

Radio Devotions: 

On Monday, members of the Ben-

son Ministerial began providing 

recorded devotions to be broadcast 

on KBMO (possibly on KSCR) at 

or just before noon Monday through 

Friday. It is a five-minute devotion-

al which costs $25 each time.  

Confirmation Classes: 

Classes have been suspended for the 

time being. Pastor Art has attempt-

ed to stay in touch with the students 

by text (he had some wrong num-

bers). Pastor Art will be communi-

cating with the three students sched-

uled to be confirmed in May and 

have them send him their faith 

statements electronically. Other re-

quirements for confirmation are 

suspended for now. Pastor Art will 

be in touch with the confirmation 

mentors and suggest to them that 

Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes April 1, 2020 
Grow Faith, Serve God, Love Others 

Welcome by President Brian at 

7:05 pm. Present via Zoom were 

Brian McNeill, Jason Anderson, 

Diane Schuerman, Jodee Erickson, 

Laura Hulterstrum, Toni 

Lindstrom, Adam Kolander, Jason 

Heinzig, and Becky Woitte.  Also 

present were Pastor Art and Treas-

urer Bill Hoberg. 

Devotions by Pastor Art. He read 

from the first chapter of First Peter 

beginning with the 13th verse. Pas-

tor Art talked figuring out what his 

job is now, i.e. techno guru, tele-

phone counselor, preparing and tap-

ing sermons, daily devotions, etc. 

He said a challenge for the church is 

determining what we are called to 

do as a congregation without 

TEAM promise, the backpack pro-

gram, etc.  

 

Pastor’s Report 

Activity: 

A. Parish visits – 22 people in per-

son /six virtual (phone calls). 

B. Hospital Calls – 1 phone call vis-

it. 

C. Teaching – 1 confirmation class 

in person. 

D. Worship – 1 Sunday Service in 

person / four virtual services (2 ra-

dio, 1 Facebook, 1 Zoom). 

E. No baptisms. 

F. No weddings. 

G. Funerals – 1 family service for 

Kelly Crabb on 3-19-2020. 

H. No counseling. 

I.  Countless Zoom meetings to 

equip and enhance ministry at this 

time. 

J. No continuing education this 

month. 

K. No vacation taken. 

this is a chance for them to connect 

with their students electronically. 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod 

Assembly: 

It is unknown at this time if this 

event will be even be held. It is 

scheduled for June 12-13 at Gusta-

vus Adolphus College in St. Peter. 

We are entitled to as many as three 

voting members (1 male and 1 fe-

male, and either an additional male 

or female) plus Pastor Art.   

President Brian thanked Pastor Art 

for all of the work he has done 

with the changes in the way we 

communicate and worship during 

this time. 

 

Announcement: President Brian 

said that it is legal to hold a meet-

ing via Zoom as long as we can all 

hear the conversation, contribute to 

it, and vote. 

 

Additions to the Agenda. None. 

 

Reports: 

Secretary Becky Woitte. Both 

March meetings were reviewed 

and approved by email. 

Financial Secretary Pam Ander-

son. Motion by Toni to approve 

with a second by Laura. Motion 

carried. 

Treasurer Bill Hoberg. Motion 

by Becky with a second by Diane 

to approve. Motion carried. Becky 

made a motion that the Financial 

Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports 

be emailed to council members 

prior to our meetings whether we 

meet via Zoom or in person. Sec-

ond by Jodee. Motion carried.  

Continued page 6 
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MARCH 2020 INCOME 
 ENVELOPE OFFERING $    7,704.00 
 LOOSE $         61.00 
 INTIAL $           2.50 
 HUNGER $       100.00 
 THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS $    2,997.00 
 FOODSHELF $       300.00 
 MICELANOUS $       106.03 
 TRANSFER (TEAM Promise) $    3,492.00 
 MARCH INCOME $  14,762.53 
 

INCOME COMPARISON 
 YTD 2020 (4,492.00 to Team Promise, 1,000 to WELCA, 2500  
      from WELCA for lighting, 3,000 Roofing, 500, Hospital  
 remembrance, 2997.00 Thrivent)   $    49,169.53 
 YTD 2019 (250 Thrivent, 250 rent, 196,201.31 transfer,  
 8000 Bank of the West)    $    245,811.74 
 

MEMORIALS/GIFTS RECEIVED 
 In Memory of Donna Harder  
   $   25.00 Hunger 
  In Memory of Arley Anderson 
   $   25.00 Hunger 
   $   40.00 WELCA 
   $ 100.00 Quilting fund 
   $ 100.00 Rebekkah Circle -3rd grade Bibles 
   $ 100.00 Handbell Fund 
   $ 520.00 Memorial Fund 
  In memory of Linda Huffman 
   $   25.00 Hunger 
  In memory of Bev Wilhite 
   $   25.00  Hunger 
  In Memory of John Connolly 
   $    10.00 Sunday School Fund 
   $  303.00 Building Fund 
  In Memory of John Rear 
   $  105.00 Radio Broadcast 
 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT (First Security) SAVINGS ACCOUNT (Bank of the West) 
ALTAR FUND $       929.91  BUILDING & GROUNDS  
HANDBELLS          $       603.73  Furniture  $ 11,059.85 
LIBRARY FUND $       658.00 COMMUNITY OUTREACH  
MEMORIAL FUND $    1,490.08  Global  $ 10,726.52 
MUSIC FUND  $       417.94  Local (-300.00)  $ 13,123.11 
PARKING LOT FUND $    3,258.50 EMERGENCY  $ 21,345.59 
SUNDAY SCHOOL/VBS FUND $    2,509.51 MARKETING   $   3,196.59 
TEAM PROMISE  $    5,584.00 TRANSPORTAION $ 14,170.56 
VIDEO PROJECT $    4,045.63 INTEREST (+120.06)  $      541.41 
ROCK   $       163.00 TOTAL   $ 74,163.63 
LANDSCAPING  $    1,000.00 
BUILDING FUND $       303.00 
INTEREST   $         20.28   
BALANCE TO DATE $  17,983.58 

P ANDERSON, F. SEC. 





Jordon Kaela Erickson 
I am going to be attending the  

University of Minnesota Crookston in the fall,  
double majoring in  

Equine Science and Agriculture Education.  
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 
And do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make straight your paths.” 
Proverbs 3:5,6  

Abigail Jane Lundebrek  
I will be attending  

Mankato State University in the fall.   
As of yet, I am undecided,  

but leaning toward a field in art.  
 

“Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them,  
because it is the Lord your God who goes with you;  

he will not fail you or forsake you.” 
Deuteronomy 31:6 

Larissa Raye Overlie 
I am attending Ridgerwater College in  

Willmar this fall.  
I will be doing my generals this year and  

entering the Vet Tech program in the fall of 
2021. 

 
“For I know the plans I have for you,  

declares the Lord,  
Plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Cameron Alexander Gronseth 
  

“Be strong and courageous!  
Do not be afraid or discouraged.  

For the Lord your God is with you  
wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:9 

Megan Ann Grussing 
 

“It is the Lord who goes before you.  
He will be with you:  

he will not fail you or forsake you.  
Do not fear or be dismayed.” 

Deuteronomy 31:8 

Trinity 2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

As you go on your way  
may Christ go with you, 
May He go before you  
to show you the way. 
May he go behind you  

to encourage you; 
beside you to befriend you; 
above you to watch over;  

within you to give you peace. 

Congratulations & 

Best Wishes  

from  

Trinity Lutheran 

Church 

your church family! 



Read This Week: (Apr. 26-May 2) 

Sunday, Acts 3:1-10, Peter Heals in Jerusalem 

Monday, Acts 4:1-22,  

 Peter and John before the Council 

Tuesday, Acts 4:23-31,  

 Believers’ Prayer for Boldness 

Wednesday, Acts 4:32-37,  

 Believers Share Their Possessions 

Thursday, Acts 5:1-11, Ananias and Sapphira 

Friday, Acts 5:12-16, The Apostles Heal Many 

Saturday, Acts 5:17-42, The Apostles Are Persecuted 

 

Read This Week: (May 3-9) 

Sunday, Acts 17:1-9, Church at Thessalonica 

Monday, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10,  

 Thanks to Thessalonica 

Tuesday, Acts 6:1-7, Seven Chosen to Serve 

Wednesday, Acts 6:8-15, The Arrest of Stephen 

Thursday, Acts 7:1-53, Stephen’s Speech 

Friday, Acts 7:54-8:1a, The Stoning of Stephen 

Saturday, Acts 8:1b-3, Saul Persecutes the Church 

 

Read This Week: (May 10-16) 

Sunday, Acts 18:1-4, Church at Corinth 

Monday, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18,  

 Factions in the Church 

Tuesday, Acts 8:4-25, Philip Preaches in Samaria 

Wednesday, Acts 8:26-40,  

 Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

Thursday, Acts 9:1-19a, The Conversion of Saul 

Friday, Acts 9:19b-22,  

 Saul Preaches in Damascus 

Saturday, Acts 9:23-31, Saul in Jerusalem 

Narrative Lectionary Bible Readings 

 

Read This Week: (May 17-23) 

Sunday, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13,  

 Faith, Hope and Love 

Monday, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5,  

 Proclaiming Christ Crucified 

Tuesday, 1 Corinthians 2:6-16,  

 The True Wisdom of God 

Wednesday, 1 Corinthians 3:1-23,  

 On Divisions in the Church 

Thursday, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, Spiritual Gifts 

Friday, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31,  

 One Body with Many Members 

Saturday, 1 Corinthians 14:1-25, Spiritual Gifts 

 

Read This Week: (May 24-30) 

Sunday, 1 Corinthians 15:1-26,51-57,  

 Death Swallowed in Life 

Monday, 2 Corinthians 4:1-15,  

 Treasures in Clay Jars 

Tuesday, 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10, Living by Faith 

Wednesday, 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:13,  

 Ministry of Reconciliation 

Thursday, 2 Corinthians 8:1-15,  

 Encouragement to Be Generous 

Friday, 2 Corinthians 9:1-15,  

 Collection for Christians at Jerusalem 

Saturday, 2 Corinthians 10:1-18,  

 Paul Defends His Ministry 
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  Committee Reports: 

Board of Education and Youth. 

Jodee reported that the Board of 

Education and Youth met on Sun-

day, March 8 after church. We may 

pair with St Mark’s for Vacation 

Bible School this year with plans 

for it to be held the week of June 1-

5. Trinity could provide some of the 

teachers. Anne Duncan will contact 

TaiAnna Moe from St. Mark’s. 

Other upcoming events discussed 

were:  

The Confirmation Banquet is 

scheduled for April 29 which will 

be for just this year’s confirmation 

class, families, and mentors if this 

is okay with Pastor Art.   Confirma-

tion is May 3.  

Sunday School Appreciation Sun-

day is May 10. Superintendent 

Jaime Moe will give Pam a list of 

the teachers and those working with 

the youth. Jaime is also working on 

a small appreciation gift for each of 

them.  

The committee met before the 

COVID-19 stay at home order so 

these dates may change.  

Outreach and Community Rela-

tions/B.A.C.K. Program. Pastor 

Art reported that the B.A.C.K. pro-

gram has suspended operations as 

meals are being delivered six days a 

week. Adam said that they are 

struggling with what to do for peo-

ple’s needs - food and prescriptions, 

etc.  

Property and Grounds. No report. 

Stewardship and Finance. Did not 

meet. 

Worship and Music. Laura and 

Becky reported that we met via 

Zoom to help Pastor Art with his 

first Zoom worship service. Pastor 

Art is looking for volunteers for 

special music and reading the les-

sons. Pastor Art asked if he should 

prepare a Zoom worship for Maun-

dy Thursday and Good Friday or 

just have a 15-minute devotional 

for those services. Becky said that 

Pastor Art has been quite busy 

based on his daily e-mail updates to 

the executive committee and said a 

15-minute devotional would be fi-

ne. The Council was in agreement.  

Shout Out. Pastor Art for his lead-

ership during the COVID-19 pan-

demic. Becky Woitte for organizing 

the calling tree to our members and 

her calling volunteers, Carolyn 

Rear, Marlys Boone, Jodee Erick-

son, Toni Lindstrom, and Brian 

McNeill.   

Old Business: 

-Needs Assessment. President Brian 

received three responses which were 

all positive. He will resend the form 

in about a week.   

-Calling trees. Becky organized the 

congregation into groups and solicit-

ed volunteers to help make the 

phone calls. Volunteers were Car-

olyn Rear, Marlys Boone, Jodee Er-

ickson, Toni Lindstrom, Brian 

McNeill and Becky Woitte.  The 

response from our members was fa-

vorable and many expressed their 

gratitude for the call.  We will fol-

low-up with members as needed. 

New Business: 

-Electronic giving through Tithe.ly. 

Pastor Art explained that this is an 

app you can download to your 

phone.  There is no cost to church. 

Donations can be made via credit 

card or a direct withdrawal from 

your bank.  There is a 2.9% charge 

plus $.30 per transaction if using a 

credit card (American Express is a 

bit more) and a 1% charge plus 

$.30 per transaction if using a di-

rect bank withdrawal.  Pastor made 

a  

donation both ways and both 

transactions went through with-

out a problem.  If a person 

doesn’t want their donation to be 

reduced by the service charge, 

you can elect to pay the service 

charge yourself and give your full 

donation.  Both the church and 

you will receive a report on your 

giving.  If a person elects to do 

this type of giving, it is not every 

month, but a one-time transac-

tion.  Pastor Art advised that 

there can be a Tithe.ly button for 

people to select on our website.  

Diane said that there is no charge 

if a person sets up an automatic 

monthly withdrawal from a bank 

directly to the church’s bank ac-

count.  Members are encouraged 

to use this method so as not to 

incur any fees. Laura made a mo-

tion to have Tithe.ly as a choice 

for members to donate with a 

second by Adam. Motion carried.  

-One of our church members will 

sponsor the radio broadcast shared 

with Our Redeemer’s for several 

months. The cost is $35 for an hour 

service. Pastor Art asked if we 

wanted to continue the once a 

week five-minute devotional for a 

cost of $25. Becky said that this 

cost seems to be high compared to 

an hour for $35 and suggested that 

we stop the once-a-week devotion-

al until we meet again in May. The 

Council was in agreement.  

Continued page 7 
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-New Members. Nicole and Ava Hoff-
man would like to join the church. 
Motion by Diane to approve with a 
second by Toni. Motion carried. Wel-
come Nicole and Ava! 
-Communion for Easter. Jodee said 
that she was told St. Mark’s sent a let-
ter to their congregation about com-
muning at home with bread and grape 
wine for Easter. She asked Pastor Art 
if that is something we could do. Pas-
tor Art said that Martin Luther has a 
quote on it; it has been the subject of 
much discussion; and, it will not be 
happening.  Pastor Art said that our 
bishop has said that we can fast com-
munion during times of crisis and after 
the crisis has passed, we can have 
communion every Sunday if we’d like. 
Pastor Art said that he will be address-
ing the communion issue in one of his 
daily devotionals to the congregation.  
Announcements:  May Newsletter 
articles are due April 20. Email agenda 
items to Becky by April 26. Next 
Council meeting is May 6. 
Adjourn by President Brian at 8:27 
pm. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Woitte, Council Secretary 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
SPECIAL MEETING 
April 13, 2020; 6 pm 
 
Welcome by President Brian 
McNeill at 6:03 pm. Present were: 
Laura Hulterstrum, Jodee Erick-
son, Toni Lindstrom, Diane 
Schuerman, Adam Kolander, Jason 
Heinzig, Brian McNeill, Becky 
Woitte and Pastor Art. Absent was 
Jason Anderson. 
President Brian explained that in-
formation had been received from 
the Synod about COVID-19 relat-
ed benefits for ELCA congrega-
tions which includes a Paycheck 
Protection Program loan to non-
profit organizations. The loan/
grant can be used for payroll costs. 
Interest is .05%.  The Stewardship 
and Finance Committee met and 
moved forward on acquiring the 
loan at First Security Bank.  The 
loan/grant is for approximately 
$20,000. Brian said that the loan/
grant may not have to be paid back 
if it is used for payroll purposes 
only. Brian asked for a motion for 

Treasurer Bill Hoberg and him to 
sign for the loan/grant. Toni made 
the motion with a second by 
Becky. Motion carried.  
Old Business: 
-Radio Broadcast. Pastor Art said 
that he has the capability to send 
our weekly Zoom service to the 
local radio station for broadcast. 
The cost for the broadcast on AM 
is $35/week and $50/week for FM.  
We have a sponsor willing to pay 
for several months. Becky made a 
motion that we broadcast on the 
AM station starting this week until 
the first Sunday in June and then 
we can revisit it. Second by Diane. 
Motion carried.   
Informational 
-Pastor Art advised that three peo-
ple have used the Title.ly offering 
program.   
Adjourned by President Brian at 
6:15 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Woitte, Council Secretary 

Council minutes continued from page 6 

Thank you notes 

•  We’d like to extend our heartfelt thanks to our Trinity family for the outpouring of love and compassion 
that our family received following John’s untimely death.  Thank you to Pastor Art for your thoughtful 
message (wind from now on will have an extra special meaning) to Shelly and Lorri for your musical tal-
ents during the worship service.  Thank you to the bar committee and WELCA group for serving food at 
the wake and funeral and to the ushers who gave extra time to keep a smooth flow.  Thank you for all your 
warm hugs (back when we could get hugs) and kind words at this time of deep loss for our family.  We are 
grateful for friends like you at this very difficult time.  Deb, Pat, Tara & Josh, and Krysta 

• Trinity WELCA, Thank You for your generous donation to help with my hospital bills, and the quilt that I 
just received in the mail.  I like the colors and it looks cozy & warm.  Thanks also to all of my friends at 
Trinity who are praying for my recovery after surgery.  Your support means a lot.  Krysta  
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SHOUT OUT 

The Trinity Council would like to recognize members who give of 
their time and talents to our church. Each month we will feature one 
or two volunteers and/or groups of volunteers in this area of the news-
letter.  If there is someone you would like to recognize, please contact 
Jodee Erickson in person or by email claypony@hotmail.com and tell 
us what they are doing.  We are not able to recognize everyone all at 
once, but you could be next.  
This month we give a big hardy Shout Out to: 
 
Pastor Art Wiese – Thank you for your leadership during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  You have reached as many members as possi-
ble through your hard work and dedication.  Your messages have 
come to us by e-mails, phone calls, Facebook and Zoom worship ser-
vices.  We appreciate the extra effort you have shown in learning all 
possible ways to communicate during this difficult time! 
 
Becky Woitte – Thank you so much for organizing the calling tree to 
inform the members of Trinity of available services in our communi-
ty, as well as the various ways of communication that Trinity is able 
to provide in the coming weeks.  Volunteers for the calling tree are 
Becky Woitte, Brian McNeill, Carolyn Rear, Toni Lindstrom, Marlys 
Boone, Lois Torgerson and Jodee Erickson.  Many thanks to each of 
you! 

 
-Team Trinity 

College Graduates:  
Please let the church office know of those 

who have/and or will graduate from college 
(December 2019 & this spring). Please let 

us know details: where, degree, major  
and if you have future plans 

May 
Birthdays 
 
1 Amy Fahl 
1    Mike Johnson 
3 Macoy Olson 
3    Elenora Sandstrom 
4 Kira Peterson 
5 Danny Erickson 
6 Scott Hoberg 
9 Bill Hoberg 
9    Kermit Overlie 
9 Jordan Schuerman 
11  Janet Hoffman 
11 Samantha Staton 
12 Natalie Mikkelson 
14 Carol Davidson 
14  Shane Grussing 
16  Jordan Erickson 
20  Nancy Goff 
22  Marla Forbord 
23  Kolby Goff 
22 Gretchen Pederson 
25   Ken Bates 
25 James Marohl 
26 Marjon Simonson 
27 Miriam Lindblad 
27 Merlin Simonson 
30 Justin Dehne 
30  Phoebe Overlie 
30 Terri Scott 
31 Keala Carroll 
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We will be live on Sunday mornings at 
9:00 a.m. on zoom. If you want to join in 
please make sure the church office has 
your email address.  You will be emailed 
the zoom info to connect.  

Our services will also be heard on local ra-
dio, KBMO AM 1290, at 8:30 a.m. That 
broadcast will be of last week's Zoom wor-
ship. We are making it available for those 
who cannot worship with us by computer 
or phone. Because of limitations in getting 
the recording to the radio station, the radio 
broadcasts will be delayed one week. 


