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I have been thinking about Christian education for quite some time. When we shut
down our in-person operations in March, we thought that the coronavirus threat was only
going to last a short time, then we could get back to normal and everything would restart
just the way it was happening in February. A little more than four months into the Covid
-19 era, we have realized that that isn’t going to happen.
So, what are we going to do? Our “People in the Pews” committee has been doing
great work on figuring out how we will go about returning to in-person worship. When
that will take place remains to be seen, but they have mapped out a clear path toward
making it happen. Sunday School and Confirmation classes, on the other hand, remain
something of a mystery.
A lot depends on what happens in the public schools. I wish I could wait with this
letter until after Gov. Walz releases his recommendations on Monday. That may help us
decide. Yesterday, I listened to the latest podcast from Dr. Michael Osterholm, Minnesota’s best authority on infectious diseases. It was about schools reopening. Here is my
summary of his conclusions: 1) schools should reopen… 2) but maybe that won’t work
because… 3) parents might be concerned, and… 4) teachers might be concerned, and…
5) custodians, cooks and bus drivers might be concerned, and… 6) that’s not to mention
grandparents and people with health conditions that might make them concerned. Wow!
By the time I was done, my head hurt from all the information and the complexity of the
arguments in favor and opposed.
What I do think I can say is that we will be gracious. Passing on the faith is important, but doing so should not endanger our health. If we can get back together, we
will take all necessary precautions to do so safely. If we cannot, there are ways to do
both Sunday School and Confirmation classes remotely. That will require the involvement and commitment of parents to make sure that stories get learned, discussions held,
and assignments completed. That’s not a new idea.
When Martin Luther wrote his “Small Catechism,” he wrote it for the purpose of
helping parents to teach their children at home. We can put it to use in exactly that way!
I’ve long waited to find the perfect time to introduce parents to the process of doing
“Faith Five,” as a means for providing family devotions. We can incorporate these easy
principles (share, read, talk, pray, bless) with stories from our Narrative Lectionary readings and some topical questions or family projects that can easily be done at home. We
can even make a closed Facebook group for us to meet or post videos or disperse ideas.
In the next few months, we’ll explore how best to do all that.
And we can do something similar for Confirmation classes. Brief presentations can
be followed by reading assignments and do at home projects or questions to answer that
can be completed and returned online. Students can lead discussions and explore topics
as they become interested in exploring aspects of their faith. We can all learn together.
If everyone doesn’t have the needed technology, we’ll find ways to adjust.
We know now that the future looks different from the past. This is a chance to find
new ways to do things. My hope is that we can make our teaching even better. Training
our children is still a ministry of highest importance! We won’t want to leave anyone
behind!
Peace Be with You, Pastor Art

Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes July 1, 2020
Grow Faith, Serve God, Love Others
Welcome by President Brian McNeill at 7:02 pm.
Members present via Zoom were Jason Anderson,
Jason Heinzig, Diane Schuerman, Toni Lindstrom,
Jodee Erickson, and Becky Woitte. Also present were
Pastor Art and Treasurer Bill Hoberg. Absent were
Laura Hulterstrum and Adam Kolander.
Devotions by Pastor Art on the 35th Chapter of Isiah
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the
desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing.” Pastor Art shared the song, The Time for
Flowers. An excerpt from the song: “I’ve lived long
enough to learn the time for flowers will come again,
maybe in one year, maybe in ten. There are days despair will win, but the time for flowers will come
again.” Pastor said the song seems so hopeful with
all of the troubles in our times right now. He hopes
that the song will give joy and lift our spirits the way
it did for him.
Pastor’s Report. Pastor Art had 17 parish visits by
phone plus numerous text and email conversations;
conducted four worship services via Zoom with four
posted to Facebook and four radio broadcasts; had the
burial service for Kelly Crabb; had a half day of continuing education; and, took 2.5 days of vacation.
Pastor Art thanked the musicians who helped with the
June services; namely, Lorri Pederson, Shelly Mikkelson, Emmie Grussing, and Candy Sowers. Pastor
Art also thanked Elizabeth Eaton for the ELCA worship service on June 7. Pastor Art said that we will
need to begin planning how to carry out our educational ministries, Sunday School, and confirmation
classes this fall. Pastor Art has been taking vacation
by the hour as vacationing the traditional way is not
possible for him this year.
Additions to the Agenda. None.
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Reports:
Secretary Becky Woitte. The June meeting minutes
were reviewed and approved by email.
Financial Secretary Pam Anderson. Motion to approve by Toni with a second by Jodee. Motion carried.
Treasurer Bill Hoberg. Our June income was
$7,640.48. Motion to approve by Diane with a second
by Toni. Motion carried.
Committee Reports:
Board of Education and Youth. Did not meet. Jamie, Jodee and Pastor Art spoke about virtual Bible
camp through Green Lake and Luther Crest. Pastor
Art included the information in his daily devotional
emails.
Outreach and Community Relations/B.A.C.K.
Program. Did not meet.
Property and Grounds. Fascia trim missing on the
northwest corner of the Sunday School rooms/furnace
room. Jason A. said that he will check on it.
Stewardship and Finance. Did not meet.
Worship and Music. Shelly is working on special
music. Miriam has recorded all the July music. Pastor
Art said that the committee is working hard.
Shout Out to Brenda Weise for being Pastor Art’s
right hand behind the scenes and during the Zoom
worship services. We appreciate her help.
Old Business:
-People-in-the-Pews Plan. The subcommittee presented a plan for when we return to worship. Motion by
Toni to approve with a second by Jason H. Motion
carried. The plan is as follows:
Continued page 7

Trinity News

JUNE 2020 INCOME
ENVELOPE OFFERING
MISCELLANEOUS (radio, broadcast gift, Reimburse)
JUNE INCOME

$
$
$

7,493.80
146.68
7,640.48

INCOME COMPARISON

YTD 2020 (4,492.00 to Team Promise, 1,000 to WELCA, 2,500
from WELCA for lighting, 3,000 Roofing, 500, Hospital
remembrance, 2997.00 Thrivent, 20,800 Loan/grant, 200 rent)
YTD 2019 (1181.50 Rock 1300 Team Promise
291.81 Landscaping 1446. Lighting)
(Trust 27,846.56, from Savings 168,354.75 & $8,000)

$

98,354.27

$

81,323.09

$

285,524.40

MEMORIALS/GIFTS RECEIVED

In Memory of Kelly Crabb
$ 300.00
Sunday School
In Memory of Don DoHoux
$ 150.00
Altar
$ 150.00
Hand Bells
$ 150.00
Library
In Memory of our Dads who birthdays are in July, from Byron & Marlen Giese
$ 70.00
Radio broadcast
GIFT
$ 20.00
Broadcasting

SAVINGS ACCOUNT (First Security)

SAVINGS ACCOUNT (Bank of the West)

ALTAR FUND
HANDBELLS
LIBRARY FUND
MEMORIAL FUND
MUSIC FUND
PARKING LOT FUND
SUNDAY SCHOOL/VBS FUND
TEAM PROMISE
VIDEO PROJECT
ROCK
LANDSCAPING
BUILDING FUND
INTEREST (+7.63)
BALANCE TO DATE

BUILDING & GROUNDS
Furniture
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Global
Local
EMERGENCY
MARKETING
TRANSPORTAION
INTEREST (+ 34.32)
TOTAL

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,029.91
753.73
808.00
1,490.08
417.94
3,258.50
2,509.51
2,584.00
4,045.63
163.00
1,000.00
303.00
27.91
18,741.21

$ 11,059.85
$ 10,726.52
$ 13,123.11
$ 21,345.59
$ 3,196.59
$ 14,170.56
$
739.17
$ 74,361.39

P ANDERSON, F. SEC.

Tithe.ly response – There has been 4 people/envelopes that used this in the month of June.
Deposits from Tithe.ly totaled $1,167.10 for June. (This is reflected in envelope giving)
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SHOUT OUT

STATISTICAL
CHANGE

The Trinity Council would like to recognize members who give of
their time and talents to our church. Each month we will feature
one or two volunteers and/or groups of volunteers in this area of
the newsletter. If there is someone you would like to recognize,
please contact Jodee Erickson in person or by email
claypony@hotmail.com and tell us what they are doing.
We are not able to recognize everyone all at once, but you could
be next.

Sympathies
- Ron Woitte and
family on the death of
his brother, Roy.
-Diane Krupke on the
death of her brother,
Robert Hanson

This month we give a big hardy Shout Out to:
Brenda Wiese - Thank you for all you do during Zoom Worship,
including responsive reading for every service, reading the lesson
when no one else is available and other behind the scene tasks. We
know Pastor Art appreciates you and so do we!

August Birthdays
1
1
2
2
2
4
5
5
6
6
8
9
9
10
12

Teagan Bluhm
JoAnn Pettit
Laura Lauwagie
Carson Olson
Luke Schwarz
Dylan Wrobleski
ChadenCarroll
Christopher Giese
Shirley Grothe
Jill Grussing
Brooke Hoberg
Troy Collins
Susan Egenes
Barbara Brown
Cole Grussing

12
13
14
15
15
16
16
17
17
19
19
19
19
20
21

Angela Marohl
Jordan Grusiing
Aubree Lien
Keanen Aust
Jerome Lysen
Jessica Anderson
Scott Huston
Linda Feda
Cindy Steffen
Krysta Connolly
Cohen Groinus
Gracie Grussing
Derrick Moser
Sara Larson
Judy Hoberg

21
22
22
22
24
26
26
27
27
27
27
28
30
31

Brian Ruppe
Austin Aeikens
Kathy Johnson
Janet Ohmacht
Amanda Egenes
Coltan Hoberg
Ava Hoffman
Anthony Aeikens
Julie Anderson
Michael Hadfield
Brett Hoffman
Taylor Duncan
Debra Bartz
Joe Wogan

Bridal Shower Honoring
Aryn Minor, bride-to-be of Adam Lindahl
Please join us for a 10:00 am brunch in honor
of bride-to-be, Aryn Minor,
on Saturday, August 15,
at the home of Roger & Stacy Lindahl,
257 Highway 29 NE, Benson, MN.
We will be social distancing in the backyard,
and invite you to stop by to wish the bride well.
Aryn and Adam will be married in September
and are registered at Bed, Bath, & Beyond and Target.

August 2020

ZOOM ATTENDANCE
Date
6/21
6/28
7/05
7/12
7/19

Log in

People

25
26
29

37 possible people
40 possible people
43 possible people

We would like to thank the volunteers who
made face masks earlier this summer. It was
very appreciated! A request has been made
by Northside Elementary for 400 youth
masks. If you are able to help sew masks, we
need you. We have material and elastic at
the church. The school will also be reimbursing for material expenses. Please email
your contact information to Diane Schuerman at ddschuerman@gmail.com or Becky
Woitte at rebecca.woitte@gmail.com. This
information will be forwarded to the school
and the mask coordinator will contact you as
they get organized. Thank you in advance
for helping!
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13

6

14

7

15

8

8:30-KBMO AM 1290
9:00-Zoom Worship

30

8:30-KBMO AM 1290
9:00-Zoom Worship

23

8:30-KBMO AM 1290
9:00-Zoom Worship

31

24

17

8:30-volunteers for
newsletter

25

18

26

19

27

20

28

21

29

22

Newsletter
Articles due

7:00-Council

12

5

16

11

4

10:00-Minor/
Lindahl Bridal
Shower @ Lindahl
home

10

3

8:30-KBMO AM 1290
9:00-Zoom Worship

9

8:30-KBMO AM 1290
9:00-Zoom Worship

2

1

Council minutes continued from page 2
Joshua 1:9
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."
Trinity Lutheran Church
Benson MN 56215
The Trinity Lutheran Church Council has approved the listed guidelines to follow when we are able to come
together for worship services. These will be revisited as restrictions or changes are directed by the Minnesota Department of Health, the Center of Disease Control or the ELCA Synod.
No one who is feeling ill, has a fever, is coughing or sneezing should attend.
1. All attending will enter and exit the front doors only.
2. Greeters will complete the following duties:
*Record names of all attending each service.
*Ask all to use provided hand sanitizers.
*All over 3 years old must wear a mask (One will be provided if you do not have one).
A. Social distancing will be followed in the narthex and as you enter the church for seating.
B. Seating will be in the accessible pews, with families together and others 6 feet apart.
C.
There will be no socializing or greetings before, during or after services.
3. Pastor Art will be in place prior to the start of services, no processionals.
4. There will be no singing by the congregation. Music will be prerecorded.
5.
There will be no responsive readings from the congregation.
6. All will remain seated throughout the service.
7. Individual communion packets will be used for communion.
8. Ushers will use social distancing for leaving after service starting with back rows.
9. Offerings will be received by placing in offering plates provided as you exit.
10. If any visiting is done outside after the service, please social distance.
No date has been set for services to begin. When services do begin the plan, for now, is to continue the
Zoom service, the Facebook posts and the radio broadcasts.
The church will be fully sanitized after each use. Bathrooms should be used for emergency use only.
Approved by Trinity Lutheran Church Council on 7-1-2020.
-Emergency Fund. No known members or organizations who may need assistance at this time.
-Captain Clean. The carpets and pew cushions were cleaned on Monday (June 27).
New Business: None.
Announcements: August Newsletter articles are due July 20. Email agenda items to Becky by July 26. Our
next council meeting is August 5.
Adjourned by President Brian at 8 pm.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca Woitte, Council Secretary

August 2020
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WELCA
SALAD LUNCHEON
IS CANCELLED
As concern over the Corona virus continues,
WELCA co-chairs have decided not to hold the
annual Salad Luncheon in September.
We encourage everyone to continue
proper social distancing.
We do not want to put our attendees
or workers at risk.
John 14:1 (NLT) (Jesus said)
“Don’t let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God, and trust also in me.”
Praying for safety and good health for all,
trusting in God, our Father,
Marlene, Cindy and Janet

