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Mission  
Statement 
 

Grow Faith,  
Serve God,  

Love Others  

 “Four things on earth are small, yet they are exceedingly wise...”  
- (Proverbs 30:24) 

 
Dear People of Trinity, 
 
It is now officially summer.  In a week, we’ll celebrate the 4th of July and Brenda will 
say to me, “Well, now summer’s nearly over!”  Usually, she says that with a touch of 
remorse.  Time seems to fly by, and summer doesn’t last as long as we might wish.  
This year, she may be saying it as a sign of hopefulness.”  This is the strangest summer 
most any of us have experienced.  Maybe it would be nice if it would just hurry up and 
be done.  I can’t say which she means, but this summer is certainly different! 
 
All of that is a way of saying that lately I’ve been looking for a diversion.  First, I have 
to say, the creation looks beautiful.  After the recent rains, the grass on the lawn and 
the leaves on the trees are as green as can be.  The vegetables in the garden are grow-
ing vigorously.  And the lettuce, radishes, pea pods, pak choy and cucumbers (by the 
time you read this) are all delicious.  The birds (and the squirrels) at our feeders have 
been active and entertaining.  The fishing (when we have gone) has been good.  And 
the mosquitoes have not been bothersome.  It has provided a great break from thinking 
about the coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing problems of racism in our country. 
 
I imagine it is much the same for those of you who are now able to take advantage of 
summer recreation programs, a swim at the pool or the startup of sports practices.  I see 
the pictures on Facebook or in the newspaper, and everyone looks happy to be seeing 
friends and doing something.  I’m not quite ready to eat a meal in a restaurant yet, but I 
will gladly stop and pick up food to bring home or eat at an open and socially dis-
tanced outdoor space.   
 
All of which brings me to the rest of the Bible passage quoted above from the book of 
Proverbs.  There are some pieces of scripture that just seem like they are included for 
the purpose of diversion.  They’re true, I suppose, but are they really important enough 
to be sacred?  I’ll let you decide.  Here’s the rest of the quote: 
 

  …the ants are a people without strength, yet they provide their food in 
the summer; the badgers are a people without power, yet they make their 
homes in the rocks; the locusts have no king, yet all of them march in rank; 
the lizard can be grasped in the hand, yet it is found in kings’ palaces. 

 
Ants?  Badgers?  Locusts?  Lizards?  It seems like the writer is looking for a diversion.  
Maybe there was a crisis that he needed to set aside for a few minutes.  Why not look 
at what’s outside?  God’s creation is indeed wondrous!  And God made it for us to en-
joy!  This summer, I encourage you to take a few minutes to look out the window, go 
for a walk down the street, take a drive in the country or do something that helps you 
appreciate what God has given you!  Take a moment and enjoy! 
 

Peace Be with You, Pastor Art 

 

 



Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes June 3, 2020 
Grow Faith, Serve God, Love Others 

Welcome by President Brian 

McNeill at 7:01 pm.  Present via 

Zoom were Jason Anderson, Jason 

Heinzig, Diane Schuerman, Adam 

Kolander, Laura Hulterstrum, Toni 

Lindstrom, Jodee Erickson, and 

Becky Woitte. Also present were 

Pastor Art and Treasurer Bill 

Hoberg.  

Devotions by Pastor Art from Luke, 

Chapter 9 beginning with the 57th 

verse. Pastor advised that he had 

been invited by our bishop and cler-

gy from the Twin Cities to partici-

pate in a march in Minneapolis and 

St. Paul on June 2. Pastor Art said 

that it felt like a direct invitation 

from Jesus. He struggled with not 

attending and said that it is really a 

call to the whole church. Pastor Art 

said that God made all of us; there is 

no difference in color of skin. 

Pastor’s Report. Pastor Art made 

numerous phone calls; conducted 

three Sunday Zoom services, four 

posted to Facebook, and four radio 

broadcasts; held the burial service 

for Don DuHoux; and, had one con-

tinuing education day. Pastor Art 

thanked the worship and music com-

mittee for their leadership with the 

Zoom services. Pastor Art and the 

People-in-the Pews subcommittee 

met twice. One area church held ser-

vices the last Sunday in May and 

seven people attended. Another area 

church will start holding services this 

Sunday (June 7).  Pastor Art advised 

that we need to start planning on 

how we will carry out our education-

al ministries this Fall. If the schools 

continue with distance learning, we 

may have to do our own version. He 

advised that one church is using a 

program called “Slack”.  Pastor Art 

said that on a recent phone call with 

conference ministers, the ministers 

discussed how they will take vacation 

days, such as, record services in ad-

vance, etc.  

Additions to the Agenda. None. 

Reports: 

Secretary Becky Woitte. The May 

meeting was reviewed and approved 

by email. 

Financial Secretary Pam Anderson.  

Motion to approve by Becky with a 

second by Toni. Motion carried. 

Treasurer Bill Hoberg.  Motion by 

Jodee to approve with a second by 

Laura. Motion carried. 

Committee Reports: 

Board of Education and Youth. 

Marlene Giese is looking forward to 

working with ROCK again in whatev-

er form that may be. 

Outreach and Community Rela-

tions/B.A.C.K. Program. Did not 

meet. 

Property and Grounds. Jason A. 

said that the lawn is rough probably 

from nightcrawlers and not from 

equipment impaction. Feedback he’s 

received from church members in-

clude 1). unless it is a big concern, the 

lawn doesn’t look bad; and, 2). till/

fluff the soil and repair the entire 

lawn. Lindahl’s sprayed for dandeli-

ons. Jason said that he received a note 

from the janitor that in the men’s 

bathroom there is a piece of molding 

loose under the sink and there is hard-

ly any distilled water left for the hu-

midifier on the grand piano. 

Stewardship and Finance. Did not 

meet. 

Worship and Music. Did not meet. 

Shout Out to Jamie and Paige Moe 

for special music and lector in May 

and to the mask makers.  

 
Old Business: 

-People-in-the-Pews Plan. We are 

working on a plan for when we wor-

ship together again. Guidelines will 

be posted in the church.  

-Emergency Fund. No known mem-

bers or organizations who may need 

assistance at this time. 

New Business: 

-Masks project. Diane & Becky co-

chairing. We have received 100 

masks so far. We kept some small, 

medium, and large masks for our use 

and donated the remainder to Coun-

tryside Public Health. This is an on-

going project.  

-Cleaning carpets and pew cushions.  

Captain Clean gave an estimate of 

$1400. Motion by Toni with a sec-

ond by Diane to have this done. Mo-

tion carried.  

-Funeral direction for Pastor Art 

based on latest recommendations 

from the governor. Pastor Art will 

conduct a graveside service only un-

til we are worshipping in the church.  

Informational: The Benson School 

used the fellowship hall for ACT col-

lege testing on June 2. The church 

was cleaned afterwards.  

Announcements: July Newsletter 

articles are due on June 22. Email 

agenda items to Becky by June 21. 

Our next council meeting is July 1.   

Adjourned at 8:26 pm by President 

Brian. 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer  

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca Woitte, Council Secretary 
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MAY 2020 INCOME 
 

 ENVELOPE OFFERING $    8,460.45 
 MISCELLANEOUS (wedding rent, radio, ROCK , face masks) $       646.00 
 MAY INCOME $    9,106.45 
 
 

INCOME COMPARISON 
 

 YTD 2020 (4,492.00 to Team Promise, 1,000 to WELCA, 2,500  
      from WELCA for lighting, 3,000 Roofing, 500, Hospital  
 remembrance, 2997.00 Thrivent, 20,800 Loan/grant, 200 rent)  $      90,713.79 
 YTD 2019 (250 Thrivent, 250 rent, 196,201.31 transfer,  
 8,000 Bank of the West)     $    271,152.29 
 
 

MEMORIALS/GIFTS RECEIVED 
 GIFTS  
 $   56.00 ROCK donation 
 $ 140.00 Radio broadcast donation 
 $ 250.00 Face Mask donation 
 
 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT (First Security) SAVINGS ACCOUNT (Bank of the West) 
 
ALTAR FUND $       929.91  BUILDING & GROUNDS  
HANDBELLS          $       603.73  Furniture  $ 11,059.85 
LIBRARY FUND $       658.00 COMMUNITY OUTREACH  
MEMORIAL FUND $    1,490.08  Global  $ 10,726.52 
MUSIC FUND  $       417.94  Local  $ 13,123.11 
PARKING LOT FUND $    3,258.50 EMERGENCY  $ 21,345.59 
SUNDAY SCHOOL/VBS FUND $    2,509.51 MARKETING   $   3,196.59 
TEAM PROMISE  $    5,584.00 TRANSPORTAION $ 14,170.56 
VIDEO PROJECT $    4,045.63 INTEREST (+ 50.53)  $      704.85 
ROCK   $       163.00 TOTAL   $ 74,327.07 
LANDSCAPING  $    1,000.00 
BUILDING FUND $       303.00 
INTEREST (+7.63) $         27.91   
BALANCE TO DATE $  17,991.21 

P ANDERSON, F. SEC. 

 

 

Tithe.ly response – There has been 4(3 used in April, 1 new) people/envelopes that used this in the month of 
May.  It takes roughly one week from the time someone gives before it is deposited into our account.  I get  
notified when money has been deposited. 
Deposits from Tithe.ly totaled $1,034.45 for May. (This is reflected in envelope giving) 
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STATISTICAL 

CHANGE 

Funeral/Burial 
6/06 Kelly Crabb 

July 
Birthdays 
 
1 Kaida Helgenset 
1    Hayden Hoffman 
2 Jon Ohmacht 
2    Ron Rodi 
3 Diane Krupke 
3    Averi Michaelson 
3 Kailyne Nelson 
4 Megan Grussing 
4 Steve Petersen 
6 Rob Anderson 
6    Dale Luschen 
6 Noah Nicholas 
10 Jacob Huston 
12 Rosemary Petersen 
13 Jason Heinzig 
13 Rebecca Hoffman 
14 Rylee Erickson 
16 Harper Groinus 
16  Liam Unke 
19 Coltan Hoberg 
20 Ross Grussing 
20 Jason Olson 
22 Pat Kellner 
22  McKenna Molden 
23 Robert Neuman 
26 Robert Erdman 
26  Zoe Halvorson 
27 Marilyn Mills 
29 LuAnn Moen 
31  Lori Razink  

ZOOM ATTENDANCE  

Date Log in People  
5/17 Zoom problems 
5/24 23           46 possible people 
5/31 33 60 possible people 
6/07 32 60 possible people 
6/14 28 54 possible people 
6/21 
6/28 
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SHOUT OUT 
The Trinity Council would like to recognize members who give of their time 
and talents to our church. Each month we will feature one or two volunteers 
and/or groups of volunteers in this area of the newsletter.  If there is someone 
you would like to recognize, please contact Jodee Erickson in person or by 
email claypony@hotmail.com and tell us what they are doing.  We are not able 
to recognize everyone all at once, but you could be next.  
 
This month we give a big hardy Shout Out to: 
 
Jamie and Paige Moe, Zoom Worship - Thank you to Jamie for reading and 
to Paige for sharing the song “Nobody” in May.  Your participation is an appre-
ciated part of our online worship! 
 
Becky Woitte and Diane Schurerman  -  Thank you for co-chairing the or-
ganization of the mask making project and to all those who have made masks 
for church use and donation to Countryside Public Health.  It is an ongoing pro-
ject.  Everyone’s work is very much appreciated! 
 
 

                                                                                 -Team Trinity  

Green lake Quilt Auction Online 
July 25.  The 36th Annual quilt 

auction & silent auction will be 
hosted online and we hope4 you 
will join us for this online event!   

More information and situation 
updates will be shared on our 
website at www.gllm.org. 

mailto:claypony@hotmail.com


 
Su

n
 

M
o

n
 

Tu
e

 
W

ed
 

Th
u

 
Fr

i 
Sa

t 

 
 

 
1 

 

7
:0

0
-C

o
u

n
ci

l 
m

ee
ti

n
g

 

2
 

 

3
 

 

5
 

8
:3

0
-K

B
M

O
 A

M
 1

2
9

0
 

9
:0

0
-Z

o
o

m
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

6
 

 

7 
8

 

 
9
 

 

10
 

  

11
 

12
  

 
8

:3
0
-K

B
M

O
 A

M
 1

2
9

0
 

9
:0

0
-Z

o
o

m
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

13
 

 

1
4
 

1
5
 

 
16

 
 

17
 

18
 

 

19
 

8
:3

0
-K

B
M

O
 A

M
 1

2
9

0
 

9
:0

0
-Z

o
o

m
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

2
0

 A
u

g
u

st
 N

e
w

sl
et

te
r 

 

A
rt

ic
le

s 
d

u
e
 

  

2
1 

  

2
2

 

 

2
3
 

 

2
4

 
2
5

 

 

2
6
 

8
:3

0
-K

B
M

O
 A

M
 1

2
9

0
 

9
:0

0
-Z

o
o

m
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

2
7
  

   

2
8

 
8

:3
0
-V

o
lu

n
te

er
s 

fo
r 

n
e
w

sl
e
tt

er
 

2
9
 

 

3
0

 
3
1 

 

Ju
ly

 2
0
2
0

 



PROJECT “GRAND PIANO” RESUMES 
 
As we prepare for the completion of the Benson High School Performing Arts Center, the Benson Music 
Boosters have taken on a project to raise funds for a grand piano. We are off to a good start thanks to the gen-
erous donation from the City of Benson given on behalf of the “Beautify Benson” campaign, but more dona-
tions are needed. 
 
“The music staff at Benson Schools have been researching piano options and will be narrowing choices down 
to five or six pianos. We then hope to experience each piano with a live (not virtual) visit in order to find 
one that best suits our needs in our exciting new space.” stated Shelly Mikkelson. 
 
We encourage families to consider giving in memory of, or in 
honor of, someone special in their lives. All donations will be 
recognized on a plaque that will be displayed in the new Per-
forming Arts Center. Our goal is to raise $40,000. 
 
Donations (payable to Benson Schools) can be sent to: 
 
Brock Duncan or Shelly Mikkelson Ben-
son High School 
1400 Montana Avenue 

Benson, MN 56215 
 
Please include “grand piano” in the memo and a note specify-
ing details on who should be recognized. Once again, thank 
you for your continued support for the arts in our schools and 
community! 
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   Thank you notes 

• To team Trinity who responded to the call for fabric masks:  Countryside Public Health would like to 
thank you for the work and coordinated efforts to supply many fabric masks for protecting our pub-
lic.  Part of Prairie Five CAC’s plan to be able to do safe transportation services identified a large need for 
fabric masks. 

 
•   It’s groups like yours that responded to that need that makes our communities successful and safer.   

Thank you so much for your efforts.  Keep up the good work!  Thanks on behalf of Countryside Public 
Health and Prairie Five, Miriam Lindblad and Maggie Boese 

 
• On Behalf of the Benson School and Junior class, I’d like to thank you for letting us use your church to 

give the ACT test.  I’s great to live in a community that is willing to help each other out.  Brad Johnson 
 
• Thank You. The Swift County Food shelf would like to thank you for your donation to the Minnesota 

Food Share March Campaign.  It is through your generosity that we can continue to serve the families in 
Swift County.  All funds raised will be used in our local food shelf. Thank you,  Vicki & Lisa 

 
• Thank you to all who sent cards & gifts in don’s Memory, stopped by with food & fellowship.  Special 

Thanks to Pastor Art for Don’s graveside service.  Rose DuHoux & family 
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