
July 5, 2020 -- (Pentecost 06, St. Thomas, Apostle) 

Sermon Text – Ephesians 4:11-16; John 14:1-7 

 
- [Jesus said], “You know the way to the place where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus said 

to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me.  If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 

him and have seen him.” - 

 

- Speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, 

into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with 

which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 

building itself up in love. - 

 

I’ve always felt kind of sorry for Thomas.  He got a bad deal.  Most of us remember 

him for one story.  On the very first Easter, after Jesus had been resurrected, he came 

to pay the disciples a visit.  They were all hiding behind locked doors in the upper 

room, where they had eaten the Last Supper with him.  They were afraid.  The Jewish 

authorities had arrested their leader, put him on trial and got the Roman governor to 

go along with the idea of executing him, even though he really didn’t want to do it.  

What would they do to the people who were associated with him?  Who knew?  

They’d probably want to kill them too!  So, they weren’t taking any chances.  They 

locked the doors and stayed out of sight.  Anyway, Jesus shows up and Thomas isn’t 

there.  Everyone gets to see him, except Thomas.  He misses the big moment.  When 

he finally joins the rest of them, they can’t wait to tell him what has happened.  “Hey, 

Thomas,” they say, “We saw Jesus.  He’s alive.”  And Thomas, who isn’t taking any 

chances, says, “Now, hold on a minute.  That may be, but unless I see him and I get 

to look at the nail prints in his hands and I get to examine the spear mark in his side, I 

will not believe.”  He doubts.  At least, that’s what it says in our Bibles a few verses 

later, when Jesus returns a week from then to give Thomas his chance to see those 
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very things.  Our translations tell us that Jesus said to him, “Do not doubt but believe.”  

But that isn’t what it says.  What it says in the original language is “Do not be un-

believing but believing.”  The way John originally wrote it down, Jesus uses the same 

exact word twice, one with the negative and once in the positive.  Thomas doesn’t 

doubt; he just doesn’t believe.  He’s a realist.  And unless he sees the evidence, the 

very same evidence that all the rest of them required, he’s not going to believe it.  

They, after all, had responded in the very same way when Mary Magdalene came 

back that morning to report that the tomb was empty, and that she had seen Jesus 

on her way home.  She had even talked to him, and likely embraced him, but they 

don’t really believe her.  Their behavior doesn’t change.  They’re still unbelieving.  

They’re afraid, hiding behind locked doors.  Nothing is different.  Thomas only asks for 

equal consideration.  If they’ve all seen Jesus, then he should have the chance to see 

Jesus too!  And when he does, he breaks out into the most emphatic statement of 

belief in John’s entire Gospel.  He exclaims to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 

 

 So, what I want to say about Thomas is that he is not a “doubter.”  He is a 

believer.  He is a believer who believes more enthusiastically than any of the other 

disciples.  When we first meet him, it’s back in chapter 11 of John’s Gospel.  Lazarus 

has sick. Jesus had left Jerusalem and travelled back up north to Galilee.  The 

authorities were already after him.  Lazarus lives in Bethany, which is very near to 

Jerusalem.  Jesus doesn’t go right away to be at his friend’s bedside.  He delays until 

word comes that Lazarus has died.  Then, he decides to go.  The other disciples aren’t 

sure that’s a good idea.  The authorities may still be after him.  “They were just trying 
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to stone you!” they tell Jesus.  But he is undeterred.  He has decided to go.  They 

aren’t going to stop him.  And Thomas says, “Alright, let us also go, that we may die 

with him.”  Thomas will go, even if the result is death.  That’s what a believer would do.  

He calculates the cost and then says, “If that’s what it is, then that’s what it is.  Let’s 

go.”  When they get to Bethany, it turns out that Thomas and the disciples were right.  

Jesus raises Lazarus, and that’s the last straw with the authorities.  They are now after 

Jesus full speed.  “Something has to be done,” they reason, “or everything will quickly 

go spinning out of control.” 

 

 Which brings us to the passage I read earlier as our gospel reading for today.  

Jesus and the disciples are gathered around the table for his Last Supper.  Jesus has 

washed their feet and foretold his betrayal.  He has reiterated his commandment for 

them to love one another.  And, in the process, he hints that he is going away from 

them.  Peter wants to know where he is going and pledges to follow him no matter 

where it may be.  But Jesus tells him that he can’t come; and, though Peter pleads his 

absolute loyalty, Jesus says he won’t be able to follow through.  Jesus says, “Before 

the cock crows, you will have denied me three times.”  I imagine that got some 

bewildered looks from the disciples because Jesus goes on to explain to them where 

he is going and what he is going to be doing.  He’s going to the Father’s house to 

prepare a place for them.  And sometime in the future, when everything is ready, he’ll 

come back to get them and take them to the place he has prepared.  And then he 

concludes with this statement, which really gets to Thomas, “And you know the way 

to the place where I am going.”  Thomas immediately objects, “Lord, we don’t know 
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where you are going.  How can we know the way?”  You see, Thomas knows what he 

believes, but he also knows what he doesn’t believe, and he doesn’t believe that he 

knows what Jesus is talking about.  And this gives Jesus the chance to respond with 

the last of his famous “I AM” statements, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No 

one comes to the Father except through me.”  So, the destination is God, and Jesus is 

the way to get there.  Follow him and you’re on the way.  Follow him and you’ll know 

the truth.  Follow him and you will have life. 

 

 My point in all this is that believing is hard.  There are lots of things in life that 

can draw us all away from believing – hard times, vibrant distractions, heavy respon-

sibilities, coronavirus pandemics, racial injustice, social unrest – all of them make 

believing more difficult.  How does one maintain their confidence in the face of 

impending death or the sense of fear that comes with the prospect of possible 

abandonment?  Thomas shows us how to be confident.  Of course, show one tiny 

moment of hesitation, and you may get the negative label of “Doubter,” but overall, 

there is no more faithful disciple in the bunch.  No sooner has Jesus ended his 

response to Thomas’ question with the statement, “If you know me, you will know my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him,” but Philip pops up 

with a request of his own.  “Lord, show us the Father,” he says, “and we will be 

satisfied.”  The disciples still don’t get it.  “Look at me,” he tells them.  “Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father.”  That’s what all those great “I AM” statements were all 

about.  Jesus was telling them, “I am the I AM (the name for God = “I AM who I AM).”  

So, if you want to see God, look at Jesus.  If you want to hear from God, listen to 
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Jesus.  If you want to know about God, learn about Jesus.  If you want to reach out to 

God, then seek the one who is Jesus.  “It’s that simple,” Jesus says to Philip, “I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me.”  Now, believe.  Be a believer.  Be believing.  Be 

like Thomas.  

 

 Tradition tells us that Thomas would go on believing.  Following the resurrection 

appearances of Jesus and the events of Pentecost, he would travel to the east, 

becoming the first to bring the good news of Jesus to the people of India.  He is said 

to have established seven churches there, along the southwestern coast.  It is 

possible that he also travelled on to the east as far as China.  And, like saints Peter 

and Paul, about whom we heard last week, Thomas was eventually martyred 

because of his faith.  Tradition says that he was run through with spears on July 3rd, AD 

72, in India.  We do well to remember his courage and his believing.  Thomas was a 

model of faith and the boldest of our “Bold Witnesses.” 

 

          Amen. 


