
Aug. 30, 2020 -- (Pentecost 13, St. Michael and All Angels) 

Sermon Text – Revelation 12:7-12; Luke 10:17-20 

 
- War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon.  The 

dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer 

any place for them in heaven.  The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 

serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was 

thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. -  

 

I suppose it is only appropriate that we end our summer preaching series, “Bold 

Witnesses,” with a focus on St. Michael and All the Angels.  Witness is what angels do.  

They are messengers.  They testify to the word they have been given to proclaim.  

They deliver the communication with which they have been entrusted.  They convey 

the announcements God has given them to those for whom they are intended.  

Unfortunately, they are mysterious beings.  I wish I could tell you more about them, 

but they are heavenly beings.  That means that they exist in a realm that is usually not 

visible to us.  Occasionally, they make themselves known.  Gabriel, for one, plays an 

important role in the story of Jesus’ birth, appearing to Zachariah, the father of John 

the Baptist, and Mary and Joseph, Jesus’ parents, respectively to reveal God’s plan 

for the birth the Messiah.   

 

 But sometimes, it’s hard to know if it is really angels who are visiting.  Three 

strangers appear to Abraham and eat with him before telling him that his wife, Sarah, 

will indeed give birth to the promised child, Isaac, before they return.  Abraham’s 

grand-son, Jacob, wrestles through the night with a being beside the river Jabbok, on 

his way back to reconcile with his brother Esau.  Is it his own conscience?  An angel?  

God?  We can’t really say.  We only know that, through that encounter, a blessing 

was delivered to Jacob.  When an angel of the Lord blocks Balaam’s path, it is only 

his donkey that perceives the angel’s presence.  Balaam thinks the animal is just 

stubborn, and beats it, only to later learn that his way was being blocked by a 

heavenly being.  Isaiah sees a vision of terrifying angels in the temple; and, who 

knows exactly what Ezekiel was seeing when he reported his vision of “four living 

creatures” each with “four faces” looking in four “directions” all at one time.   

 

 Angels show up at important times in the life of Jesus.  They show up at his birth, 

as I have already mentioned, announcing his birth to come and filling the heavens 

with “great joy” at the “good news” they bring, at the time of his birth, to shepherds 

out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night.  They show up during his 

forty-days of temptation in the wilderness, where they come to minister to him.  They 

show up during his night of anguish in the garden of Gethsemane, comforting him as 
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he struggles with the concept of his approaching suffering and crucifixion.  And they 

show up after his resurrection, when the women discover his empty tomb, where they 

again proclaim the “good news” that he has been raised from the dead.   

 

 There are different kinds of angels.  Cherubim and Seraphim are two that are 

named in the Bible.  Michael is an “Archangel,” meaning that he is an angel of high 

rank, who is over, or in charge of, other angels.  Other archangels are Gabriel, about 

whom we have already heard, and Raphael and Uriel, who do not appear in our 

Bibles, but are present in closely related literature.  Michael is the commander of 

God’s heavenly army.  He first appears in the book of Daniel.  He is named in the 

Letter of Jude.  And he is featured in our text from the Book of Revelation.  In it, the 

seer envisions a heavenly war, in which Michael and his heavenly angels battle 

against Satan, depicted as a dragon, and his evil angels, who have rebelled against 

God.  Michael and his army of angels prevail.  As a result, Satan, the dragon, and the 

evil angels are cast out of heaven and thrown down to the earth, where they 

continue to battle against the people of God and the forces of good until the day that 

they are finally defeated and God’s creation is restored to the perfect world it was 

originally intended to be. 

 

 Is this a realistic picture of what is and is yet to happen?  The writers of apoca-

lyptic certainly thought so.  Whether it was the Greeks in the time of Daniel, or the 

Romans when the Book of Revelation was written, there was a whole lot of suffering 

and persecution going on.  The people were oppressed.  They were dying at the 

hands of their enemies.  A lot of that can be explained by the sinfulness and mis-

deeds of certain individuals, but the writers of Daniel and Revelation want us to know 

that there is more to it than that.  There is a cosmic struggle going on between good 

and evil.  The angels of God, under the command of Michel, are aligned on one side.  

The angels of Satan, the workers of evil, are aligned on the other.  Between them are 

God’s people and all of God’s creation.  Satan and his helpers use everything in their 

power to gain control.  Satan is a deceiver.  People are easily led astray.  Sometimes, 

it appears as though evil is winning.  But Michael and his crew are there too.  They are 

empowered and prepared to fight.  God will not leave God’s people without a 

champion.  When things get really bad, says Daniel, “at that time Michael, …the 

protector of your people, shall arise.”  Will this put an end to all the suffering?  No, not 

necessarily.  “There shall be a time of anguish,” continues Daniel, “such as has never 

occurred since nations first came into existence.  But at that time your people shall 

be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book.”  That’s the message.  That’s 

the assurance.  That’s the key to understanding this kind of literature.  There is hope.  

And the fact that Michael and the heavenly host have already defeated Satan and 
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his evil minions once means that God’s people can rest easy.  The suffering will come 

to an end.  The persecutions will stop.  The deceptions will not last forever.  Evil will 

eventually be defeated, once and for all. 

 

 Are we living in apocalyptic times?  I don’t know.  There are people who would 

say “Yes.”  And there are people who would say “no.”  What I do know is that people 

are easily deceived.  We are all susceptible to the enchantments of evil, which pull us 

in the direction of self-centered self-interest and self-aggrandizement.  We are all 

susceptible to flattery.  We are all susceptible to messages that we need to look out 

for number one.  We are all susceptible to the notion that we are much better than we 

really are.  It makes the devil’s job very easy.  In C. S. Lewis’ famous novel, “The 

Screwtape Letters,” the young demon complains to his overlord that he is terribly 

bored with his job.  “The people are predisposed to evil already,” he grumbles.  “They 

hardly require any temptation or persuasion at all.  They sin all by themselves.”   

 

 And so they do.  One only has to pay attention to the news.  People are ready 

and willing to divide themselves up and pit themselves against one another in an 

ongoing battle for self-supremacy.  Along the way, if a few people have to suffer or 

even die, then so be it.  That’s life.  That’s life, if we’re caught up in an ongoing war 

between good and evil.  What can we do about it?  Not much.  Not, if we are so 

willing to give ourselves over to the deceptions of Satan and his army of fallen angels.  

But here’s the thing.  The stories of St. Michael and All his Angels tell us that the world’s 

suffering at the hands of evil is not God’s intention.  It will come to an end.  St. Michael 

will win the battle.  He has already won it once before.  He will win it again on behalf 

of God’s people.  We need not have any fear, for God is with us and all of God’s 

angels are ready to fight for us.  Martin Luther understood that there are times when 

we simply cannot protect ourselves.  Therefore, he would pray in his evening bedtime 

prayer, “Let the holy angels have charge of us, that the wicked one have no power 

over us.”  And that too is a bold witness!  May St. Michael fight for you, and may all 

the angels keep watch over you. 

 

         Amen. 


