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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Grow Faith, Serve God, Love Others 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

September 2, 2020; 7 pm 

Welcome by President Brian at 7:05 pm.  Members present via Zoom were Jason 

Anderson, Adam Kolander, Toni Lindstrom, Jodee Erickson, Diane Schuerman, and 

Becky Woitte. Also present were Pastor Art and Treasurer Bill Hoberg. Absent were 

Jason Heinzig and Laura Hulterstrum.  

Devotions by Pastor Art from Deuteronomy Chapter 8. We don’t know what kind of 

change the pandemic will bring or what it will look like. Pastor Art listened to a podcast 

called “Pivot” which compared the pandemic to an ice age, not to a blizzard which is short-

lived. We took the ice age for granted as we did not see the world covered with ice, but 

geologists showed us how we benefited from it, i.e. all the lakes in our state, etc. The ice 

age benefited us tremendously; although, the extinct animals probably don’t think so.  Our 

life after the pandemic will be different than it was before. God has been watching over 

us throughout all of this. We used to worship in one way in one place, and now we worship 

in four different ways, in person, on Zoom, on Facebook and on the radio. Will it be better 

now that we can worship with people in four different ways and reach more people? 

Pastor Art hopes so.  

Pastor’s Report. Pastor Art made 14 parish visits by phone plus had many text 

messages and email conversations.  There were no hospital visits, teaching sessions, 

baptisms, weddings or funerals. Pastor Art led four Sunday worship services by Zoom 

with all four being posted on Facebook and recorded for the radio broadcast. He held one 

pre-marriage counseling session by Zoom.  Pastor Art had one day of continuing 

education and took 2.5 days of vacation.  No sick leave was taken. 

Pastor Art thanked the Music and Worship Committee for all their help in organizing and 

recording music video for our services. The slide makers are preparing for a switch to 

using our regular ProPresenter software for worship beginning with the September 13 

worship service. This will be available when we run our Zoom worship either in the 

sanctuary or from pastor’s home. Nathan Pederson and Pastor Art consulted with New 

Life Communications in reference to bringing audio from our sound mixer into our main 

balcony computer to enable us to run our Zoom worship from that location. New Life 

recommends we purchase equipment for everything to sync correctly.  

We are continuing with the radio broadcasts on KBMO AM 1290 on Sunday mornings at 

8:30 am of our Zoom services and have received donations to pay for the broadcasts 

through October 11. 

Pastor Art has been looking into several possibilities for doing either in-person or online 

confirmation classes. He’s looking at a start date of October 7 for in-person.  There are 

13 confirmation students and two other youth also interested in attending. The Education 

Committee will be producing four on-line Sunday School lessons for September 20 and 

27 and October 4 and 11. If all goes well, Sunday School will resume in-person on 

October 25.  

Bishop Jon Anderson has decided not to be a candidate for reelection at the next synod 

assembly in June, 2021. It will be important to get voting members from our congregation 

to this meeting next year.  

Additions to the Agenda. None. 

Reports: 
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Secretary Becky Woitte. August meeting minutes were reviewed and approved by 

email. 

Financial Secretary Pam Anderson. Motion by Becky to approve the report. Second by 

Jodee. Motion carried.  

Treasurer Bill Hoberg. August income was $7,562.10. Total expenses were $16,721.00. 

Year to date income is $123,991.60 with total expenses $123,368.97. Our checking 

account balance is $24,480.19. All of our commitment is paid; no payments have been 

made to local charities yet as we generally pay them the end of the year.  Motion by Diane 

to approve. Second by Toni. Motion carried.  

Committee Reports: 

Board of Education and Youth. Jamie Moe, Julie McNeill, Anne Duncan, Marlene Giese 

and Jodee Erickson met on August 17, 2020 along with Pastor Art via Zoom.  Everyone 

agreed that we would not start Sunday School in person until the congregation is able to 

resume services.  A possible start time for in-person Sunday School could be after MEA 

break.   We want to see how the first weeks of school go for everyone. 

Jamie will put together the first lesson for September 20.  The first one could be a short 

video, read a story and show how to do a project that could be completed later.  Lessons 

could follow along with the Narrative Lectionary.  Sunday School teachers will help her 

with lessons for the remaining three Sundays before MEA break.   

Different ways of presenting the lessons were discussed.  Suggestions were having a 

Facebook group page for students and parents or possibly live presentations with one 

teaching and another adult monitoring.  Pastor Art suggested watching the video listed in 

the resources in the information that he sent to us for further ideas. 

When in person Sunday School does resume, it was discussed how that would work.  

One suggestion was to have family members stay together or family friends that are 

normally together during the week to stay in groups. 

ROCK – Marlene would like to try to get together the second Wednesday of October.  

There usually are six or seven so it would be easy to spread out in the fellowship hall.  

She will talk to the parents prior to sending out the notice. 

TIDES - Julie and Brian will work with TIDES this coming year.  The next year, they would 

like someone to work with them for that time in preparation for taking over the following 

year. 

Outreach and Community Relations/B.A.C.K. Program. Benson School doesn’t know 

their plan yet so the Backpack program is on hold. Let Byron Giese know of people who 

need food or have people stop at Prairie 5. 

Property and Grounds. It was noticed that the sump pump at the parsonage wasn’t 

putting out any water. Darrell Davidson and Ron Woitte checked the basement and it was 

dry; there was no issue. Jason thanked Darrell and Ron. Mark Grussing picked up the 

branches around the parsonage after the strong wind storm and Jason thanked him for 

doing this.  

Stewardship and Finance. Did not meet. 

Worship and Music. It was recommended by New Life Communications to purchase a 

$600 piece of equipment to sync all the different devices. There is money in the video line 

item and the purchase has been made. The Synod is hosting a Zoom workshop on 

September 8 to discuss on-line worship copyright licensing. We will be starting Pro 

Presenter videos on September 13 for worship service. 
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Shout Out to Mark Grussing for doing yardwork around the church and parsonage and 

to the School Mask Makers, Maureen Erdman, Jodee Erickson, Judy Hoberg, Irene 

Lindblad, Deb Connolly, Rose Duhoux, Peg Cameron, Diane Schuerman, and Becky 

Woitte.  

Old Business: 

-People-in-the-Pews Plan. We talked about what it will look like when we return to church. 

We purpose a pilot test run on September 20. We will have communion for the first time 

during the worship in church.  Pastor Art will stay for an hour afterwards for drive-by 

communion. We removed the pew cushions and taped off pews in the sanctuary and 

balcony. We will put fun signs on the pews.  We will have hand sanitizer when people 

enter and have approximately 30 available masks. We discussed doing usher training so 

the ushers know what is expected of them. We’ll need volunteers to sign people in when 

they enter the sanctuary and volunteers to clean the church right after the service.  

-Emergency Fund. Members/Organizations who may need assistance.  None known at 

this time. 

New Business: 

-Pilot Test Run of return to church proposed for September 20.  We will have communion 

in-person during this service with prepackaged communion wine and wafers. There will 

be drive-by communion for one hour afterwards for those who wish to receive it. Toni 

made a motion to have the first in-person service September 20 contingent on current 

COVID active numbers in our community. Adam seconded. Motion carried. 

The September 20 service is our test run to see what changes need to be made.  NO IN-

PERSON CHURCH SERVICE ON SEPTEMBER 27.   

Regular church services will resume on October 4 dependent on current COVID active 

numbers.  

-Change the October council meeting to September 30 at 7 pm. This change allows the 

Council time to discuss the September 20 church service and to make any adjustments 

for the start of regular church services on October 4. No council meeting on October 7.  

Announcements: October Newsletter articles are due September 21. Email agenda 

items to Becky by September 27. The next council meeting is September 30 at 7 pm. 

Adjourned by President Brian at 8:08 pm.  

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rebecca Woitte, Council Secretary 

 


