
Sept. 13, 2020 -- (Pentecost 15, Creation and Fall) 

Sermon Text – Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17, 3:1-8 

 
- Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being…The Lord God took the 

man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  And the Lord God com-

manded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 

shall die." …But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil."  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of 

its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he  

ate. -  

 

We have now officially entered into “Judgement Season.”  I heard that a few days 

ago when an announcer on some program, I don’t remember if it was the radio or the 

television, said that Labor Day traditionally kicks off our candidates’ serious cam-

paigning for the upcoming election.  As citizens, we get to make a choice.  We are 

obligated to choose.  We have a duty to decide.  And so, for the next two months we 

will be inundated with advertising using every available means to convince us that 

this candidate or that candidate is the one we should vote for on Election Day.  Now, I 

want to make this clear.  This is not about which candidate you will eventually decide 

to support.  That is not my job – to convince you one way or another.  This is about 

judging.  It’s about making the choice.  It’s about the need for choosing. 

 

 Let’s begin at the beginning.  In our text, from the second chapter of Genesis, 

we read the second of the creation stories in the Bible.  The other one, in chapter one 

of Genesis, is probably the newer one, but it comes first in the scriptures, so we call it 

the first, and this one the second.  The first is cosmic and orderly.  The second is 

intimate and disorderly.  And we’re not reading the whole thing today.  We’re picking 

bits and pieces that seem to go together to make a point.  The first thing to notice is 

that the humans who are created, the man in the verses we have read and then the 

woman in the verses we skipped, have an intimate relationship with the earth upon 

which they live.  It’s hard to hear it in our English translations, but in Hebrew, it’s really 

clear.  God formed Adam, the man, from the Adamah, the earth.  Eventually the 

creatures are also formed from the Adamah, and the woman is made from the 

Adam, who is made from the Adamah, so, they are all of the same stuff.  They are 

meant to be together, to live in harmony with one another, to enhance each other’s 

lives.  There is no judgement here – just one, big, happy earth family.   
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 The second thing to take note of is that God gives purpose to the humans.  They 

are put into a beautiful garden, planted by God, “to till it and keep it” on God’s 

behalf.  Some folks suggest that this means the humans were meant to be farmers, or 

at least gardeners.  They were to engage in the activities of cultivation – plowing, 

planting, growing and harvesting.  But others suggest that this is too narrow of an 

interpretation.  “To till…and keep” is only one aspect of what is meant for the humans 

to do.  They suggest that the idea is broader.  The humans are to “serve,” to “care 

for,” to “watch over,” to “guard,” to “observe” and to “preserve” the creation.  That’s 

more than just growing things.  That’s being responsible for their well-being.  That’s 

insuring their futures.  That’s making sure that all of creation is thriving in every way 

possible.  There’s still no judgement.  It’s just the humans’ job.  It’s their purpose.  They 

are to make sure that everything is good, that it stays the way God made it. 

 

 All of which is just fine and dandy, until we turn the page to chapter 3.  And 

right there, immediately, we run smack, dab, into the middle of our need to judge 

between two realities.  The serpent, who is also one of God’s creation, asks the 

woman a question.  “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  

And the woman thinks back to all of God’s instructions to the humans and says, “We 

may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden…”  God has given them to us for food.  

We have more than we need.  “But,” she continues, “There is a limit.”  “God said, ‘You 

shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 

touch it, or you shall die.’”  I have always been impressed that she remembers this so 

clearly that she amplifies God’s prohibition.  “God said we can’t eat from the tree in 

the middle of the garden.  And we shouldn’t even touch it.”  In other words, “Stay 

away from that one tree, and you’re good.”  The serpent however can’t leave it at 

that.  So, here it comes, bam!  Just like that!  “You won’t die…” says the serpent, 

“[Instead] your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.”  That’s why God doesn’t want you eating from that tree.   

 

 You see, that’s the dilemma of being human.  All of life is presented to us as a 

test, and we have to decide.  Is it this or is it that?  Are we going to go in this direction 

or are we going to go in that?  Will we choose to believe these things or will we 

choose to believe those?  Which will it be?  You be the judge.  You make the call.  

You choose your response.  And it seems like, even from the very beginning, the 

odds were stacked against us.  The humans (maybe) never had a chance.  The story 

goes on, “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of 

its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 

ate.”  I’d say it seems like the tree itself was against them.  If it truly was “good for 
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food,” “a delight to the eyes,” and “desired to make one wise,” then what chance 

did they have to resist?  One little clause in the fine print of the lease agreement on 

the garden, that they heard one time, when they first took possession really isn’t 

much of a deterrent.  If the humans can overlook that, maybe God can too?  After 

all, no matter how much we humans have, we always seem to want more.  Give us a 

limit and we’ll want to reach beyond it.  If I can have one cookie, I’ll probably want to 

have two!  If I have ten dollars in my pocket, I’d probably rather have 20!  If I can 

drive 60 miles per hour on the road, I’ll probably want to go 70!  And you can name 

many more of your own limits which you would want to exceed.  The fact is, the 

humans in the garden had everything they could ever need.  God had seen to it from 

the beginning.  But, faced with the need to make a judgement, they choose more!   

 

 I want to make one thing clear.  I don’t lay this all on the shoulders of the 

woman.  Many people have done that in the past.  But it’s not her fault.  The man 

didn’t have to go along with it.  And she was only representing the desires of all   

humanity.  They were in it together, and their judgement proved to be wrong.  Ours 

would too, I’m afraid.  That’s the thing about reading these Biblical stories.  They often 

tell us more about ourselves than they do about the characters depicted in the 

scriptures.  This one is like that.  As we come into “Judgement Season,” will we make 

the right choice?  Will we choose to go this way or that way?  Will we decide to 

believe this thing or that thing?  Will we prefer to elect this person or that person?  And 

how will we know which is right?  Will it be the one who offers us more, or the one who 

seeks to stay within our limits?  Will it be the one who aligns with our Christian values, 

or the one who reaches beyond with a promise of an unimagined future?  Will it be 

the one who blends with our creaturely purposes, or the one who speaks to our 

personal desires?   

 

 Whichever it may be, I fear that we are likely to get it wrong.  Why?  Because 

we are flawed in our ability to judge.  That’s what sin is all about.  God has it all laid 

out for us, and we can’t manage to stay within the limits.  We want more.  And we’ll 

judge wrongly if it will get us to where we want to be.  That’s the thing about judging.  

Knowing the difference between good and evil gives us the ability to make compar-

isons.  It allows us to distinguish between good and bad, between better and worse, 

between greatest and least.  And as soon as we do that, then we divide ourselves 

one from another.  I want this, you want that.  I prefer this, you prefer that.  I believe 

this, you believe that.  And now, there are differences between us.  We are not all in 

this together for the well-being of all people.  We’re now in it for ourselves, and my 

best outcome may not be the same as yours.  Judging puts a tremendous burden on 

us, for we now have to be responsible for the choices we make.   
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 The good news is that, though God said that the humans would die if they ate 

from the tree, they did not.  At least, not immediately.  In fact, God chose to clothe 

them and care for them, even after they had been removed from the garden.  There 

do have to be consequences.  But God chooses to find a new way.  That’s what the 

rest of the Bible is all about.  We’ll follow that story throughout the rest of this year, 

working through the stories of the Old Testament first, and then the Gospel of Luke.  In 

it, we will see God’s grace, running from the story of creation, all the way through the 

story of Jesus, to the sending of God’s spirit and the early days of God’s church.  I 

hope you will look forward to it as much as I do because, from the beginning to the 

end, it is the story of God’s grace. 

 

          Amen. 


