
Nov. 22, 2020 -- (Christ the King 1, God Promises a New Covenant) 

Sermon Text – Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; then 31:31-34 

 
- Then the king sent Jehudi to get the scroll…and Jehudi read it to the king and all the 

officials who stood beside the king.  Now the king was sitting in his winter apartment (it 

was the ninth month), and there was a fire burning in the brazier before him.  As Jehudi 

read three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a penknife and throw 

them into the fire in the brazier, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was 

in the brazier…The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.…This is the covenant that I 

will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. -  

 

 

I know that you are all tired of hearing about the coronavirus.  I know that because in 

every instance when the cause of our global pandemic is mentioned, whether it be 

medical personnel talking about the need to follow the cautions and restrictions 

recommended by the health department, or church leaders responding to questions 

about the state of their ministries or the condition of their souls, or the statements of 

disgruntled commentors posting on Facebook, the most common word I hear is the 

word “exhausted.”  We are exhausted, worn out, wearied, drained, dog-tired and 

fatigued.  We’d like to lay down and take a long winter’s nap, like bears going into 

hibernation, in hopes that when we wake again in spring, this whole grueling ordeal 

will be over and we won’t have to deal with it anymore or ever again.  We’re at our 

wit’s end, ready to be done, eager to be finished and longing to return to an earlier 

day, when everything was alright and we didn’t have to worry about the ongoing 

spread of a highly contagious and lethally dangerous disease, that is about to over-

whelm our healthcare system, if we don’t do everything we can to stop it.  It’s 

exhausting and I’m exhausted just talking about it in this one, opening paragraph. 

 

 But that may be a good thing.  As I was preparing to write this sermon, I came 

across these words, written about our passage from Jeremiah, way back in the year 

2009, another time when our society was straining under the weight of very difficult 

conditions.  If you can remember those days, you will recall that unemployment 

soared, the stock market sank, tensions increased and energies waned.  And just 

then, the biblical commentator wrote, "We are most ready to hear these words when 

our own efforts are exhausted.  When we are weary of our inner turmoil we are ready 

to hear Jeremiah."  Perhaps that is the excuse we can use for King Jehoiakim.  He 

was not so exhausted, that he might be ready to hear Jeremiah’s words.  No, 

Jehoiakim is comfortable.  He is satisfied.  He is energized.  He has everything going 
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for him.  He has no need to listen to a prophet sent to warn him of the disasters that 

are about to befall his nation, if he and the people do not “turn from their evil ways.” 

 

 As we meet him, we hear that he is in his “winter apartment” next to a warm 

fire.  It is the ninth month – December.  His advisors have come to him in a state of 

alarm.  They have heard Jeremiah’s words written on the scroll and they believe they 

may indicate a serious situation.  When the king hears it, he is not impressed.  Every 

few lines, he asks the reader to stop, cuts off the end of the scroll and throws it into the 

fire.  It does nothing to elicit a response from him.  The least it can do is help keep him 

warm for a few minutes.  I find it a rather strange reaction.  Think back a few weeks.  

Remember Jonah?  Jonah was a prophet on a similar mission.  But he was going to 

an enemy city and proclaiming to an enemy king.  We noted then what a brief 

message he proclaimed.  He says just eight words and the king is so impressed that 

he immediately proclaims a fast and asks all his subject to dress in sackcloth as a 

symbol of their repentance, from the greatest to the least, and including all their 

animals.  The king is ready to try anything and everything to avoid the impending 

destruction.  And Jehoiakim’s father, Josiah, when he heard the words written in the 

“Book of the Law” that one of his servants had found stashed in the temple, “tore his 

clothes” and proclaimed that from that time on, he and all the people of the land 

would “follow the Lord, keeping his commandments…[and] perform all the words of 

this covenant…written in this book.”  But Jehoiakim…nothing.  Clearly, he is not 

ready. 

 

 The news this week has been particularly dire.  We are now in the fastest 

moving outbreak of the virus that we have seen.  It’s exhausting.  Because the school 

decided to go to distance learning, we put together our first online confirmation class 

this week.  It went okay, I think, but so far only one student out of the fifteen has 

returned their homework, so we have a ways to go.  At the same time, our council 

decided that we would go back to online only worship.  That put our three students 

who were still waiting to be confirmed from last spring in a bind.  They were expecting 

to be a part of our in-person worship today.  After a series of back and forth conver-

sations, they decided to go ahead today, so we will be meeting with each on them 

and their families individually later this morning for their confirmations.  Brenda will 

video each of them, so we can include them with our service next Sunday.  And I’ve 

been listening to lots of presentations with medical personnel, from the CEO of Rice 

Hospital in Willmar to Benson’s own Dr. Josie Syverson talking about our local hospital, 

all of them pleading with people to take precautions to slow the spread of the virus, 

lest our hospitals run out of beds to care for infected patients.  It’s enough to wear 

anyone down.  So, unlike Jehoiakim, maybe we’re ready to listen.   
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 The verses from chapter 31, which the lectionary makers have appended to 

the end of our lesson, give us the good news.  Jeremiah writes, “The days are surely 

coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant.”  It won’t be like the 

covenant that God had made with the people at Sinai.  It won’t be like the covenant 

that Josiah rediscovered with the remodeling of the temple.  And it won’t be like the 

covenant Jeremiah was urging the king and his people to be faithful to once again.  

It will be altogether different.  This one won’t be written on stone tablets or scribbled 

on parchment scrolls.  It won’t fill the pages of law books or be proclaimed by 

prophets preaching repentance.  It will be etched directly onto the hearts of God’s 

people by God’s own doing.  Listen to that!  This is what thrills my Lutheran heart most 

when I hear the words Jeremiah has to proclaim, “I will put my law within them, and I 

will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people…they 

shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive 

their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.”  God will do it.  God will take 

responsibility.  God will provide all that is needed.  God will make everything happen.  

In a difficult and exhausting time, this is indeed good news that we all can hear.   

 

  Today is Christ the King Sunday.  Our gospel reading, which builds on the 

promise of a new covenant we hear from Jeremiah, provides us with a vivid contrast 

in the picture of kings.  Jehoiakim, the king in Jeremiah’s day, rejects his call to live 

according to the terms of God’s covenant.  He cannot hear the urgency and the 

importance in Jeremiah’s words.  But Jesus, in our New Testament reading, embodies 

the new covenant with his entire being.  As he eats his last supper with his disciples, 

he points to the bread and wine, declared to be his body and blood, the great gift he 

will offer for the salvation of the whole world, and says, “this is the new covenant.”  

And there it is – a new covenant, not “like the [old] covenant that I made with [your] 

ancestors…a covenant that they broke…”  But this is a covenant that can be taken in 

and internalized upon their hearts, a covenant rooted in the life, death and resur-

rection of their Savior, a covenant fully dependent upon their relationship with the 

living and reigning king of all creation.  And when we are all exhausted, as I know we 

all are, this is good news for all of us, good news indeed! 

 

              Amen. 


