
Feb. 14, 2021 -- (The Transfiguration of Our Lord, Transfiguration) 

Sermon Text – Luke 9:28-45 

 

- Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 

James, and went up on the mountain to pray.  And while he was praying, the 

appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.  Suddenly 

they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him…Then from the cloud came a voice 

that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’  When the voice had spoken, Jesus 

was found alone. - 

 

 

I have been thinking a lot about love this week.  It’s hard not to, when it’s the week 

leading up to this day – Valentine’s Day.  This is the time of the year when all of the 

media, newspapers, magazines, radio and television, conspire to run all of their 

“love” related features and stories.  If you listen closely, you can hear stories about 

love chemistry, love benefits, love etiquette and love strategies.  There are reports on 

love advice, love encouragement, love triumphs and love tragedies.  You may even 

be treated to features on love and money, love and health, love and work and love 

and happiness.  All of those stories told with the veiled or not so veiled reminder that 

“if there is someone in your life who might be expecting you to remember that it is 

Valentine’s Day, then you had better remember…or else…you can just forget about 

that happiness part.  All of which brings me to a story about how people change 

when they fall in love.  You know what I mean.  They get that “glassy” look in their 

eyes.  They start to clean up a little bit.  They begin to take some pride in their 

appearance.  They learn to show some interest in things that never interested them 

before.  And they get that certain “glow” of positive warmth about them.  They’re 

different.  They’re happy.  They’re confident.  They sparkle.  And they don’t care one 

bit if the entire world knows it. 

 

 All of which leads one commentator to wonder if that is what is happening in 

our scripture lessons for today.  Moses had gone up on the mountain for forty days 

and forty nights.  He had been talking to God.  God had helped him to fashion two 

new stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on them to replace the ones 

that got smashed in the “golden calf” incident.  When he comes back down from the 

mountain, he is changed.  His skin is glowing in a way that frightens the rest of the 

people.  They know that he has been in the presence of God and they believe that 

God’s presence is a dangerous thing.  It is bound to have an effect.  They may have 

wondered if he was even still human.  Maybe he was a spirit.  Or maybe he was more 

like an angel.  Whatever they thought about him, they knew that Moses was different.  

He had crossed the gap that separates humans from God.  And it had made a big 
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difference in his appearance.  His skin shines with a new “luminescence.”  So, Moses 

puts on a veil, a covering that hides his face, so that the people will no longer be 

afraid.  When he talks to God, he takes the covering off; but, when he addresses the 

people, he puts it back on for their protection. 

 

 Interestingly, when Paul reinterprets this story in his letter to the Corinthians, he 

puts a whole new spin on it.  He says that Moses put the veil on because the glow of 

his skin started to fade.  Moses didn’t want the people to see that the effects of being 

in contact with the glory of God were fading.  Maybe he didn’t want to lose the 

respect and honor they had given him when they thought he was an otherworldly 

being.  Or maybe he thought they would think that he had somehow tricked them 

when they realized he was really only human.  Whatever the case, the point is that 

love fades.  Or, better put, love doesn’t fade, but that initial glow we observe in those 

who fall in love does go away after a while.  And if that is what was happening to 

Moses, and he was afraid of what the people might think, then he wasn’t trusting the 

power of God’s presence in his daily life.  Certainly, that is how Paul interprets what 

happened to the people of Israel.  “Their minds were hardened,” he says.  They 

preferred to keep separate from God.  They could send Moses to be their mediator, 

while they kept a safe distance.  That way they never had to risk being changed.  

You see, the issue Paul is pointing out is that it is frightening to become what God 

wants to make of us, because to become God’s we have to let go of something that 

keeps us separate.  It’s a lot like a marriage.  Yes, husbands and wives keep their 

individuality.  They are still unique people.  They still have their own likes and dislikes, 

wants and don’t wants; but, they have to let go of that which keeps them separate.  

In relationship with God, the thing that separates us is sin.  And if we are to have a 

complete, intimate and fulfilling relationship with God, then we have to give up our 

sin.  We have to admit it, own it, confess it and allow God to forgive it. 

 

 When Jesus took three of his disciples up the mountain, Luke tells us that they 

became “terrified” by the experience.  It was a lot to take in.  Their friend’s appear-

ance was changed.  His clothes became dazzlingly white.  Two giants of the Biblical 

story appeared to talk with him.  A cloud “overshadowed” them and a voice from 

heaven spoke to them.  That’s a very powerful scene.  Jesus’ heavenly glory is on full 

display for them, and it’s affirmed by the voice speaking to them from the cloud.  

That’s frightening to encounter God so closely.  Remember how Peter was ready to 

confess his sinfulness and wanting to push Jesus away from him only a few chapters 

earlier.  And that was only over a huge catch of fish.  This experience multiplies that 

one many times! 
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 Over the years, I have heard and read many answers to the question, “Why 

Moses and Elijah?”  The usual answer is that they represent the law and the prophets.  

The second is that no one could really be certain that they had ever died – Moses 

having never come back from the top of Mt. Nebo, where he could get a view into 

the Promised Land and Elijah being swept away and carried into heaven in a fiery 

chariot.  But this year, one commentator has offered an alternate suggestion.  She 

writes that both Moses and Elijah had done “hard things” in their life for God.  Moses 

had led the people out of slavery in Egypt and guided them through the wilderness 

over the course of forty years.  Elijah had confronted the idolatry of the people under 

the leadership of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel, the worship of Baal, which 

concluded with the great contest of calling down fire from heaven.  Both of them had 

spoken with God on Mt. Horeb, Moses in the form of a burning bush and Elijah in the 

“still, small voice” of great silence.  And both now had come to speak with Jesus 

about “his departure.”  Jesus is about to do a “hard thing,” for “his departure” refers 

not to his leaving that place and taking his disciples back down the mountain.  It 

concerns his going to Jerusalem, confronting the hostility of the religious leaders; 

being betrayed, abandoned, denied, and sentenced to death; suffering at the hands 

of sinful men and dying on a cross, in a great show of God’s love for the entire world.  

It will not be easy.  Along the way, we will hear some of Jesus’ most important 

teachings.  We will encounter a man named Zacchaeus and we’ll witness Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into the city of Jerusalem, a place over which he will fervently lament.  

That is the journey that lies before Jesus.  It is the journey of Lent.  And it will be the 

journey we take with him and his disciples during these next weeks as Jesus turns and 

“sets his face” toward Jerusalem.  There he will die on a cross to show God’s love and 

mercy to all the world, and to bring God’s forgiveness of sin to all God’s people.  It will 

change his disciples.  And it will change us.   

 

 That is what the transfiguration is all about.  It’s about pulling back the veil.  It’s 

about showing forth God’s glory.  It’s about giving us a glimpse of God’s face, so that 

we might learn to love God rather than continuing to be afraid.  In Christ, that 

becomes possible.  In Christ, we can let go of our sin.  In Christ, there is nothing that 

separates us from the glory of God.  In Christ, the veil has been lifted, so that God’s 

grace and God’s mercy show through.  By so doing, we have the opportunity to look 

upon the face of God and be bolstered for the journey that lies ahead, so that we 

might approach our own journeys to Jerusalem with peace.  And by loving God, we 

might be changed, transformed into the image of Christ, as Paul says, “from one 

degree of glory to another.”   

 

        Amen.  


