
I am moving the sermon from its normal position to here today. It just 
seems appropriate today do this and maybe it would be good to just shake things 

up a bit. Whatever the case, the sermon is now. So, Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

In today’s gospel, you will hear Jesus talking about coming to a table and 
suggesting to us how to pick our spot at a dinner. Choosing a spot to sit is 
important and how it’s done is important too. You know what it’s like when you go 

to a different church, especially if it is a Lutheran church. You know that you can’t 
just walk into a church sanctuary and sit just anywhere. You know that there are 

certain pews that people have to sit in because their bodies have worn a groove in 
the place where they sit. It is absolutely essential that they sit in that pew. If you 
were to sit in that pew, not only would it not fit you, you would be asked to leave 

your spot and how embarrassing that is. So, how do you avoid this. Gwen and I 
have this figured out. You don’t sit down until church is just about ready to start 

and you pray that the place where you sat isn’t somebody who is late for church 
that day.  

Jesus says the same thing but a little differently. You know that place at 

table that is right next to the most important person that will be eating there. It’s a 
coveted place. It’s a place of honor. You want that to be your place, Jesus 

understands that. But Jesus also knows that none of us should not choose to sit 
there. As Jesus explains how embarrassing it would be if the host of the party 

would come over to you and say that this place isn’t for you and you need to find a 
different spot. Good advice. I know what spot I’d be trying to find—the exit. I’d be 
so embarrassed.  

Instead, sit at a lower place at the table. Think about this for a moment. It 
might just be that the host of the dinner walks up to you and offers you a better 

place at the table. Wouldn’t that be wonderful. O, the honor. Maybe you even get 
served first. Nice, huh?! Avoid being embarrassed. We understand what Jesus is 
saying, don’t we. 

Then Jesus talks to people who host the dinner. Jesus was upset with people 
and how hospitality was thrown out the window by people. We see it in the story 

about the Pharisee and the tax collector: we hear the Pharisee thanking God he’s 
not like the tax collector and the tax collector asking for mercy for being a sinner. 
The Pharisee’s attitude towards his neighbor is appalling, and yet this type of 

behavior was becoming the norm for so many people during Jesus’ time. Jesus 
wants us to invite all people, the rich and the poor, the one’s in power and those 

who are not, male and female, the Jews and the gentiles. Invite everyone. Jesus 
did not shy away from talking about it and teaching people how to live. He will tell 
the people there that when they have a dinner, treat all the guests with the same 

respect. 
The first part of this twin parable has people being honored at the dinner by 

other people. When we take a seat of a lower position, in other words, when we 
humble ourselves, another person may honor us and have us move to a higher 
position. We understand this. And we also understand that this honor could be 

temporary. We cannot assume that position is ours forever.  
The second part of the parable has us being blessed by God and the blessing 

is forever. We are repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. Two things here. 
Number one, the praise that was honored to us by others, in the second part of the 



parable of how we invite others into our lives is now a blessing from God and lasts 
forever, even after we die. Not only is God the only one who can truly bless us, but 

God is also the one whose praise really matters. 
Jesus ate at tax collectors’ homes, even the chief tax collector, Zacchaeus. He ate 

with sinners. And then Jesus prepares a meal, and we all know about this meal, and 

he invites all to attend. We’ve all heard these words many times: “Again, after 

supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin.” He gave the cup for all to drink and his body and blood is given and shed 

for you, meaning those who were there, and then he says, all people. No 

exceptions. All. All. No modifiers. All. We have a God who sent his son to bless all. 

We have a God of inclusivity, so inclusive that not just some others, but all, are 

included. No exclusions. No exceptions. You are the recipients of the greatest 

blessing of all…God including you in His marvelous plan of salvation. Blessed are 

you, all of you, no exceptions. Amen 


